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Minister’s Update
October was a very busy month.

It started with the fundraising
concert for Love Oliver, Live in
Leith. Then | had a trip to
Hungary and Romania, and we
rounded it off with the
celebration of a special birthday
in the MacDonald family which
coincided with the birth of the
latest member of the family!

The Live in Leith concert
went well. We had a
professional PA and sound
engineer, so the sound was
excellent. | think everyone
enjoyed the night and around
£5000 was raised for Love
Oliver.

| was asked to visit
Hungary and Romania by
Levente Horvath and Balazs
Zagoni of Koinonia Publishing.
They visited Edinburgh about a
year and half ago, and received
copies of my book “Tell Me
The Story”. They subsequently
contacted me and asked
permission to publish it in
Hungarian. To cut a long story
short, they asked me out in
October for a series of book
launches in Budapest, Debrecen
in Hungary and Kolozsvar/Cluj
in Transylvanian Romania. In
addition, in Kolozsvar | spoke
at a conference and preached in

the Reformed Church.

It was an immensely
enjoyable visit and | received
very kind hospitality. The
church in Kolozsvar is large and
a lot of exciting work seems to
be going on. Koinonia have
their headquarters there too in a
modern well equipped building.
| was even asked to sing some
of my songs there at an informal
book launch. | also met some
interesting people involved in
the arts.

Then towards the end of
the month family and friends
gathered to celebrate a special
milestone in Evelyn’s life, and
she was given a surprise
birthday present that morning
with the birth in Aberdeen of
Luke Alexander MacDonald, a
baby son for Rob and Anne and
a brother for Hannah.

An  eventful  month!
November has been quiet by
comparison — so far! Sometimes
life is like that — at times very
busy, and at times very quiet. In
our busyness or quietness, we
need to adopt the attitude the
Apostle Paul had to changes in
his material circumstances: “I
have learned to be content
whatever the circumstances. |
know what it is to be in need,
and | know what it is to have
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plenty. | have learned the secret
of being content in any and
every situation, whether well
fed or hungry, whether living in
plenty or in want. I can do
everything through him who
gives me strength” (Philippians
4:11-13).

Alex MacDonald

Assistant Minister's Update

As | write, my thoughts and
prayers are with the Robertson
family in Dundee. For more
than a month David has been in
intensive care unit in Ninewells,
Dundee. His condition remains
serious and the family greatly
appreciates the prayers and
support of the entire church.
Please continue to pray that
there would be a real and

sustained  improvement in
David's condition.  Pray for
Annabel, David's wife and

partner in the ministry, and for
Andrew, Becky and Emma Jane
their children.

In light of David's illness,
| have been named the Interim
Moderator for Dundee St
Peters. | would appreciate your
prayers and encouragement as |
seek to support the congregation
and the office bearers in
Dundee. You'll understand that
in the coming months, I'll be

travelling back and forth to the
city of discovery. So if you
don't see me in Buccleuch, I'll
likely be in Dundee.

As another Christianity
Explored course ends, God has
proved himself faithful yet
again. New people were prayed
for and new people came.
Some people came through
personal  invitation,  others
through the ping pong club and
still others saw the banner and
came in. Many nations of the
world were represented and we
enjoyed our seven weeks
together so much that we had a
celebratory meal in the hall
cooked by one of our new
friends. An authentic Chinese
meal prepared by an authentic
Chinese chef. Please pray that
those who came to the course as
Christians would be
strengthened in their faith while
those who are not yet Christians
would find themselves trusting
in Jesus as their Saviour and
Lord. It is impossible to
orchestrate the response that we
have seen. With the Psalmist,
we must conclude, “the LORD
has done this, and it is
marvellous in our eyes.” (Psalm
118:23)

Please continue to pray for
conversions in the congregation
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and through the outreach work
of the congregation. We have
asked God in the past for
conversions and he was pleased
to answer these prayers. We
can learn much from the motto
of William Carey - the cobbler
who brought the Good News to
the people of India, “Expect
great things from God, attempt
great things for God.”
Yours faithfully
Bob Akroyd

Church Worker’'s Update

Dear church,

The weather is cold, but there is
much to be thankful for! God
has provided several
international students who are
interested in studying the Bible,
who want to find out about our
great Saviour, Jesus.

Friends International

I’m continuing each week to
meet with Friends International
for prayer and support. Soon I’ll
become a Friends International
affiliate, which  essentially
means that I’'ll be invited to
attend training days, workshops,
and retreats. I’ll also be plugged
into the wider organisation,
which will give us at Buccleuch
access to some excellent
resources. These resources will

prove especially valuable for
our international students when
their time comes to leave
Edinburgh and return to their
home country. International
students who come to Christ
while here in the UK very much
struggle to maintain their faith
in their home country—and
most often this is because of a
lack of a local church
connection. | was recently given
a staggering statistic from a
survey which reported that 80%
of returnees who had not
connected with a local church
upon their return had fallen
away from the faith. Because
Friends International  have
church contacts all over the
world, when the time does come
for our international students to
return to their home country, we
can better minister to them by
connecting them to a local
church.

Our own Betty Hsu has
struggled to find a church in her
home city of Koahsiung,
Taiwan. Please do pray that
God will provide for her a local
church.

International Bible Study

After seven great weeks, our
Christianity Explored course
has now finished—but we’re
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continuing on! Michael
Brautigam and | will be leading
a study of Mark’s gospel each
and every Thursday from
5:30pm to 6:30pm in the church
hall. This time slot immediately
follows the ping-pong club, so
please pray that folks will stay
and study God’s word. If you
would like to come and support
this ministry you are most
welcome!

Men’s Choir

The end of our Christianity
Explored course also means that
the Men’s Choir will officially
begin again. Come and make a
joyful holler with us Thursday
nights, from 7:30pm to 9:00pm
in the church hall. We’ll be
singing on 10" December for
our Christmas outreach
program, so it’s time to get to
work!

I’m always grateful for your
support through prayers.
In Christ, Jon

Resignhation & Appreciation
The Kirk Session accepted the

resignation of Rev William M
Mackay from the office of
elder.

Election of Office-Bearers

The Kirk Session are pleased to
inform the congregation that as
a result of the election of office-
bearers, the Kirk Session have
agreed the ordination of three
elders: Alasdair Black, Johnnie
MacLeod and Michael
Brautigam; and two deacons:
Jon Green and Stephen Allison.
They have all agreed to accept
office. The date for the
ordination is 22" January 2012.

Welcome

It is always a pleasure to see
new people in the congregation,
whether they are students, new
residents in Edinburgh or
visitors passing through
Edinburgh on holiday. We
hope you feel welcome and that
you enjoy your time with us at
Buccleuch. Please feel free to
contact either of our ministers
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for information, pastoral
support, and advice.  Their
contact details are: Alex
MacDonald (667 4651,
alexjmacdonald@blueyonder.co
.uk) or Bob Akroyd (664 6306,
bobandheather@talk21.com)

DATES FOR YOUR
DIARY

Communion Weekend Friday
25t November - Sunday 27t
November
We next celebrate the Lord’s
Supper on  Sunday 27"
November. Rev Colin Dow
from the Glasgow City Free
Church will be our preacher on
Saturday and Sunday while Rev
Norman Mackay from Falkirk
Free Church will preach on
Friday evening.

If you are interested in
joining the congregation by
professing faith in Jesus Christ

or by transferring  your
membership  from  another
congregation, please contact

Alex or Bob or any of the elders
in the congregation.

The pre-communion
services on  Friday 25"
November and Saturday 26"
November are at 7.30pm. The
services on Sunday are at

11:00am and 6.30pm, and the
evening service is a joint
service for all three Edinburgh

congregations.  There is no
5:00pm service. The Sunday
evening service will be

evangelistic and would be an
excellent opportunity to invite
your friends to church to hear
the good news of Jesus.

Baking
There is a sign-up sheet in the

hall for contributions of baking
for the communion joint
evening service on Sunday 27"
November

Strategy for Mission

As you know we have recently
been seeking to develop a
strategy  for  mission in
Buccleuch. After several groups
conducted research in the
Southside/Newington area, a
composite report was produced
(which has been circulated by
email and is also on the
Buccleuch website).

The Kirk Session have
looked at the various options for
a particular outreach project in
the community, and will soon
be in a position to bring a
recommendation to the
congregation.
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Christmas Day Services

The Session has agreed that
there should be two services on
Sunday 25" December at
11:00am and 6:30pm. The
6:30pm one will have the
traditional format as usual, and
the 11:00am service will have
hymns and music as well as at
least one Psalm. We thought it
appropriate that we should sing
praise particularly about the
birth  of our Lord on that
occasion.

Carols by Candlelight

As usual we will have Carols by
Candlelight on Christmas Eve,
Saturday 24" December at
7:00pm. Please take this
opportunity to invite friends
along to hear the true message
of Christmas. It is also a lovely
family occasion when children
are very welcome.

New Year’s Day Services
There will be two services on
Sunday 1% January at noon and
at 6:30pm. The format of these
services will  follow the
traditional format
(unaccompanied Psalms) and
will be conducted by Bob
Akroyd

Joy to the World - A Saviour is
Born
This year's nativity event in
Buccleuch will be on Saturday
10" December at 4:00pm. Food
will be served at 5pm.

Come along and bring
your friends and neighbours.

Deacons’ Court Meetings

The dates for the next meetings
are:

21 November,

12" December.

Care van

The next date for a team needed

for the care van is Wednesday

30™ November. Please speak to

Eric Mackay or Johnnie

Macleod if you can help.
Buccleuch will be hosting

the Care Shelter this winter on

the following dates:

Tuesday 20" December

Monday 23" January

Thursday 29" March

The Pink and Blue Playgroup

Have you pre-school children?
Do you like cake? If so, come to
Toddlers on Friday mornings
between 10:00am and 12 noon
for play and a chat. The group
is very informal and all are
welcome. Good fun, good
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coffee, good times.

Helpers Rota:

2" Dec Mary Campbell

9" Dec Heather Akroyd

16" Dec Rebecca Macleod

13" Jan Evelyn MacDonald

20" Jan Mairi Forsyth

27" 3™ & 10" Feb playgroup
mums

17" Feb Mary Campbell

24™ Feb Heather Akroyd

2" March Rebecca Macleod

9" March Evelyn Macdonald
16™ March Mairi Forsyth

23" & 30" March Playgroup
Mums

Ladies’ Bible Study
8:00pm on Friday 2" December

at Esther's (chapter 9 of
Feminine Appeal)

Prayer Breakfasts

We continue to meet weekly at
9:00am on Saturday mornings
for prayer, food and fellowship.
All are welcome!

Mentoring
If you have recently decided

that you wish to be mentored,
then please contact Alex
MacDonald, Bob Akroyd, Mary
Macmillan, Mary Campbell or
Eric Mackay. It is proposed to
hold a meeting for mentors in
December or early January.

This will be announced in the
weekly newssheet.

Informal English Classes
The informal English classes on
Tuesday afternoons are in full
swing.  Please contact Ena
Mackay for further details.

Tuesday Club

The Tuesday Club meets from
6:00pm — 7:30pm in the hall
and is for children in P5-S2.
Please speak to Stephen Allison
for more details.

The “Deutsch-Course”
Free German Language Course
We meet on a Saturday
morning, 1lam - 12:30pm,
every fortnight during term in
the church hall

We are a mixed group
covering all levels from
beginners to advanced German
speakers. So, whether you’d
like to discuss Goethe’s poems
or just want to be able to order a
proper sausage in German on
your next trip to Berlin, you are
most welcome to join us
whenever you can.
Further info:
www.buccleuchfreechurch.co.uk/
deutschkurs.htm
The date remaining for this the
session is: 17/12.
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International Meal
All internationals are invited to
the International Meal, which
takes place monthly during the
academic year.

Speak to Jenni Brautigam
if you would like to attend.

Proposed dates are:

2 Dec at the home of
Roddy and Christine Macleod

28 Jan (Burn’s Supper) at
the home of Moira, Eric and
Lindsey Mackay

2/3 March

30/31 March

4/5 May

1/2 June

Men’s Choir Returns

Join us on Thursday evenings
from 7:30-9:00pm. We will be
working on improving our
sound, technique and
harmonies. We’ve also invited
Leith and St C’s, so expect a
few more folk. See Jon Green
for more information.

The Edinburgh and Perth Free

Church Presbytery Gaelic
Services Programme for 2011

11" December  Professor
Donald Macleod at St
Columba’s Free Church,
Edinburgh

All services begin at 3pm
Amica Preghancy Crisis
Centre Training Course - The
Journey: A Road to Post
Abortion Recovery
Amica Pregnancy Crisis Centre
will be running “The Journey”
post abortion support course on
Monday evenings and a couple
of Saturdays from 21% January
until 31% March 2012. This 50
hour course will cover the ten
steps in “The Journey” Process.
Course Fees are £35 for non-
volunteers and nil  for
volunteers. Participants on the
course should have completed
an 80 hour “Called to Care”
course OR completed a 50 hour
basic counselling course OR
completed a  bereavement
counselling course.

For further information or
to request an application form
please contact Sarah Worth

From Amica

We recently have had a great
many baby boys born in
Edinburgh, and as a result we
are short on baby attire.

We  specifically need
clothes for boys (or unisex
clothes) in size “Tiny Baby”
(for premature babies),
“Newborn” and “0-3 months”.
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If you or anyone you
know has any nearly new baby
clothes that fit that description
they'd be willing to donate to
Amica so we can pass them
onto families who will be able
to make use of them, we'd be
very grateful.

People can contact Amica
to arrange a time to drop-off
any donations by e-mailing us
at enquiries@amicapcc.org or
phoning 0131 667 7800.

Kind Regards,

Laurie Mackay
Community & Outreach
Coordinator

CHRISTMAS ACCORDING TO
HOLLYWOOD

Origin Scotland's Exile Band,
Choir and  Orchestra are
presenting an exciting new
event this Christmas to get your
season off to a great start. They
are joined on stage by Cutting
Edge Drama (the group behind
the Edinburgh Passion Play)
and St Peter's Primary School
Choir. The event is on Sat 3"
Dec at 7.30pm at the Usher
Hall, and ticket prices range
from £8-15 (from £4
concessions), available from
www.originscotland.org or call
the Usher Hall Box Office on
0131 228 1155.
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CONGREGATIONAL NEWS

Sunday Services

The Kirk Session are also
reviewing the current pattern of
Sunday Services. It had been
agreed, when changes were
instituted earlier in the year, that
this would be done by the end
of the year. Various practical
difficulties have arisen due to
having two evening services.
This is one of the matters the
Session are including in their
review.

Bereavement

Please continue to remember
Neil Campbell and family in
prayer following the death of
Neil’s father, and also Kerry
and Lara, whose twin boys died
following a premature birth.

Congratulations

Kathleen Gallagher completed
her training at the Scottish
Prison Service College in the
summer and has now begun
working as Operations Officer
at Edinburgh (Saughton) Prison.
During her passing-out
ceremony Kathleen received
Merit of Award as outstanding
officer in her section. Let us
remember Kathleen in prayer,
as she undertakes what is a very
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challenging and difficult job.

Congratulations to Kenny and
Anna who are engaged and are
planning their wedding for next
year. Congratulations also to
Hannah and Peter who are
engaged to be married, and John
Mackay is engaged to be
married to Ann.

Well done to Vasco, who will
graduate with an MSc in
Economics and has now started
a PhD in Economics at the
University of Edinburgh.
Belated congratulations to
Tizzy, who graduated in the
summer with a BSc in
Biological Sciences.

Congratulations to Fergus and
Dolina Macdonald, who
celebrated their Golden
Wedding Anniversary on 14"
November.

Congregational Directory -
2010/11

The new congregational
directory is being prepared for
publication. If you are not
currently in the directory and
would like to be included, or if
you are included in the
directory and would like to be
omitted, please let Bob know.
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If your address/phone number
has changed or if you would
like your e-mail address listed
in our new directory, please
contact Bob Akroyd by phone
(664 6306) or by e-mail:
bobandheather@talk21.com.

We include name, address,
phone number, mobile number
and e-mail address.

Care not Killing needs our
Support

Margo MacDonald doesn’t give
up easily! You may remember
that earlier this year the MSP’s
End of Life (Scotland)
Assistance Bill, which sought to
legalise euthanasia and assisted
suicide in a wide variety of
situations, was soundly defeated
in the Scottish Parliament.
Following the election there is
now a new Parliament with
many new members and Ms
MacDonald has already begun
the process of introducing a
new member’s Bill, this time to
be called The Assisted Suicide
(Scotland) Bill. Having learned
from the stringent criticisms of
the ELA Bill, her new Bill will
be much more restricted in
scope and attempt to offer more
‘safeguards’ against abuse.
However it is important that we
oppose this Bill which would
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lessen respect for human life
and further undermine efforts to
improve and widen access to
good long term and terminal
palliative care.

The Care Not Killing
Alliance was formed in 2005 to
oppose Lord Joffe’s Bill, which
sought to legalise ‘“assisted
dying” for the terminally 1ill.
The Bill was defeated in the
House of Lords, but since then
there have been several attempts
to change the law. CNK has
actively opposed all of these
and Ms MacDonald, in her
closing speech in the debate in
Parliament, blamed the
campaign led by CNK for the
Bill’s impending defeat! This
was probably an exaggeration,
but there is no doubt that CNK
and its allies carried out an
effective and persuasive
campaign, in which the Free
Church was involved. | gave
evidence to the Committee in
charge of the Consultation and
had a good hearing.

The current situation

CNK consists of about 40
organisations as well as
concerned individuals. It
includes not only faith-based
groups, but others such as those
representing people involved in

12

palliative care and people with
disabilities. In summary its aims
are

e to promote palliative care

e to campaign against the
legalisation of euthanasia
and assisted suicide

e to educate public opinion on
end of life issues.

These have been pursued
largely by the membership
freely giving their time and
expertise, but now the time has
come to establish a better
infrastructure. There is a great
need to be proactive, rather than
to be constantly reacting to the
latest attempt to change the law.
By contrast, Dignity in Dying
(formerly the Voluntary
Euthanasia Society) is well-
organised, has a large budget
and continues to campaign
vigorously for a change in the
law to allow “assisted dying”.
There are also several
other organisations, such as Exit
International and Friends at the
End (FATE), with similar aims,
each with its own emphasis.
They use the media skilfully to
highlight certain people with
severe illnesses who wish the
law to be changed so that they
can have help to end their lives
legally when they no longer
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wish to go on living.

CNK'’s plans

CNK believes the time is right
to appoint a Chief Executive
Officer, initially part time, who
would drive forward the CNK
agenda by developing internal
and external relationships with
the membership and other like-
minded organisations, develop a

wider  support base and
establish a secure income in
order to fulfil CNK’s

objectives. CNK also intend to
employ a full time administrator
and a person to work with
organisations which have an
interest in specific
constituencies such as older
people, people with disabilities
and people with particular
medical conditions.

Along with this, CNK will
continue to raise its public
profile, particularly through
lobbying MPs and MSPs and
other key decision makers, as
well as by establishing a
number of trained media
spokespersons so that its views
may be fairly and effectively
represented in the media. CNK

will expand its activity in
informing the public about the
benefits of widening the

availability of good palliative
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care as well as the dangers of
legalising assisted suicide and
euthanasia — often disguised
under the euphemism “assisted
dying” or “dying with dignity”.
This programme may be
summarised as follows:

e develop CNK infrastructure

e expand CNK operations

e increase CNK impact on
society

e equip the CNK alliance to
meet the challenges of the
future

This programme will depend on
raising sufficient funds — about
£525,000 over the next three
years.

CNK is primarily a
campaigning organisation, not a
charity, and thus cannot claim
Gift Aid on donations.
However, it is  entirely
dependent on donations and
would now seek to establish a
regular income from interested
supporters. One-off donations,
both large and small, are
welcomed, but regular giving
which is covenanted for the
next three years, is the ideal.
This will allow the board of
CNK to plan their programme
with confidence and be able to
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sustain an effective campaign.
To become a supporter of CNK
please contact

Care Not Killing

c/o Challenge House

29 Canal Street

Glasgow

G4 0AD

Website:
www.carenotkilling.org.uk

Donald MacDonald

Notice for Parents

Please keep your young
children away from the hatch in
the Hall when hot drinks are
being served. This is for their
own safety. We do not want to
see any children scalded!

PAT Tester

If  anyone knows the
whereabouts of the church’s
PAT tester (for testing electrical
equipment), could they please
contact Richard Lytle

or Alex MacDonald (667
4651).
Blytheswood Shoe Box

Appeal

Sincere thanks to those who
responded to the shoe box
appeal. Fifteen boxes were
collected and £110 was given in
donations.
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The latest from Joan
Mackenzie

Dear Friends.

I'm so grateful to you for all for
your interest and caring as I've
waited to get back to the work
God has called me to in Africa.

My thanks to those who
have been faithfully praying.

In response to God's
leading and as a step of faith the
AIM office made the decision
for me to make more definite
plans for my departure and I'm
grateful to them for that.

| started to look at ways of
getting my Chadian visa from
the embassy in Paris. There
seemed no other option but to
send it there and hope it would
be returned fairly promptly!

It was too expensive to
have it done by a courier sent
from the UK, so | checked the
fee on their website and planned
to send the forms, passport and
money order the next day.

Providentially |  was
prevented from sending the
papers off by a dear friend who
made great efforts to contact me
in time to give an alternative
option for getting the visa.

She had a means of
helping me to use a courier in
the Netherlands who could
apply for the visa in Belgium
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(just over the border).

The visa fee was more
than what was stated on the
website so just as well | didn't
send that amount as it would
have caused a big delay.

The papers took until
Monday to get to the courier in
the Netherlands but they
planned to apply that very day.

Today | heard that my visa
application has been accepted
(Wednesday 16" November)
and will arrive here tomorrow,
so that is great news.

This week my support
levels were at 90%, so another
step of faith was taken by
confirming and paying for the
air-fare for the flight on 25"
November.

We trust God to supply
the remaining funds which are
already at over 90%.

Since | mentioned in my
last email of the need for prayer
for more financial support God
has been graciously providing
through various means and |
praise him for that.

| do appreciate family
members both here in UK and
in Canada who have been such
an encouragement to me
especially in the last few weeks.

On Sunday | hope to be
commissioned by my Church in
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Bishopbriggs, the Church has
been so faithful in supporting
me in various ways

On my arrival in Chad |
will stay the first night with the
acting team leaders William and
Vicki Cray (whom | knew
previously), and then will be at
the WEC guest house as it is in
the area that | hope to live in.

We have already heard of
a possible place to rent in a
nearby compound with both a
Chadian  family and an
expatriate one.

| believe it is very basic
but that should be fine for me.
Please pray for God's guidance
with that as it would be good to
get settled relatively quickly so
| can get right into the health
work.

My  flight is  from
Edinburgh so my sister and
brother-in-law  have  kindly
offered to take me there on the
24™: it’s a long trip in one day.

Can | ask you to keep
remembering their little grand-
son, Alistair, who will soon
completely finish his treatment;
he is developing well and just
had his 1st birthday. Pray for
complete healing for him and
God's peace for the family.
Thank you to those who have
been praying for him and his
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parents and family.

Church friends in
Edinburgh  had  previously
offered to have me stay with
them for the night and to take
me to the airport so that has
been a blessing to me.

There are few flights to
Paris from Glasgow hence the
need to fly from Edinburgh.

So everything has been
provided in amazing ways and
I'm very thankful to the Lord
for his loving kindness.

With my love and prayers.

Joan(MacKenzie)
“If God is for us, who can be
against us? He who did not
spare his own Son but gave him
up for us all, how will he not
also with him graciously give us
all things?” Rom 8:31-32.

Note on Communication.

Can | please ask that people be
careful about sending
attachments as the internet in
Chad is not very good.

The other issue is about
the sending of “round robin”
emails which you have not
written but are just sent to
everyone on a list. (It might be
easier to just take me off any
list) as they might contain some
things that I would rather not
get sent to Chad.
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| am there with the Church so it
is not a problem to talk about
Christian things. | do value your
correspondence, both by email
and letter.

If anyone uses Skype chat
it’s a great way to make contact,
especially when the internet is
not good enough to actually
talk.

Mobile phone text
messages can also be sent, but
they are quite expensive.

Happy Birthday
Happy birthday to Kirsten who

had a birthday on the 16 of
October, Poppy on the 1% of
October, Sam on the 8"
ofNovember, Peter and Lauren
have birthdays on the 27" of
November, Carys on the 26" of
November, Fraser on the 12" of
December and Amy has a
birthday on the 17" of
December.

Sheila  Anderson also
celebrated a special birthday
this month!

Chutney and Pickles

Anna MacDonald and | have
had a chutney and pickle
making marathon. These
gourmet products could be
yours for a set donation which
will be used to support someone
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who is doing  Christian
charitable work in central
Africa.

The products available are:
Mellow Plum and Apple
Chutney - wonderful served
with Roast Wild Boar!

Spicy Green Tomato Relish -
great with everything,
especially Curries.

Apple Chutney - good with
Roast Pork.

Disciples' Pickles - what an
accompaniment  with  good
cheese!

Mixed Veg Piccalilli - Sublime
with Fried Fish.

Do expect and interesting
combination of spices (not
always hot)!

Also available are:

Scottish Rowan and Apple Jelly
- for Roast Venison, of course!
Blackcurrant Jelly - for Brown
Bread Toast .

| am open to negotiations for
the procurement of some of the
other  delectables in my
Preserves Cupboard!!

Thanks to the kind people who
donated  fruit from their
gardens!

Joan MacDonald
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Congregational Website
Have you looked at our website
recently (www.buccleuchfreech
urch.co.uk)? Any suggestions
or contributions, please contact
Alex or Bob or our Webmaster,
Calum Maclean.

We want the website to be
as informative and helpful as
possible so please use it and

keep sending in new
information.

Facebook

Are you on Facebook? If so

join the new Buccleuch group!
It is a useful tool for sharing
information about Buccleuch
and also lets people who might
want to, come see a bit more
about us as a congregation.
Please feel free to post relevant
information on the wall. You
can also use the discussion
pages to have a chat to the other
members — perhaps you might
like to continue a Forum
discussion or a topic that is in
the news. So far we have 48
members and some excellent
photos!

Sarah Lytle

Maintenance Book
A maintenance book has been
placed on the noticeboard next
to the kitchen hatch.
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This is to record any
blown bulbs, broken tables, etc.
so the deacons know what to
fix. Please make use of this.

FIRE SAFETY ACTION PLAN
The following Fire action Plan
has been approved by the
Deacons’ Court. Please
familiarise yourself with it.

General

In the event of a fire everyone
has responsibility for ensuring
their own good behaviour and
safety.  However, it is the
responsibility of those on door
duty to ensure the implication
of this fire safety plan.

On discovery of a fire the safety
of the people in the building is
of primary importance.

1. The alarm should be raised
immediately and the building
evacuation started.

2. The Fire Brigade should be
called by someone on door
duty.

Phone 112 or 999 and give the
address:

Buccleuch and Greyfriars Free
Church,
West Crosscauseway (Corner
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with Buccleuch Street).
EH8 9JP

3. Any attempt to tackle the fire
should only be done once steps
1 & 2 have been set in motion
and only if the fire is of a
manageable size.  Particular
consideration of fire fighting
should be given if the fire is
likely to spread to cut off the
exit of any groups/individuals.

The meeting point is the traffic
island outside the front door.

The fire exits are:

1. the main door at the front
of the church building;

2. the side door in
Church.

the

The main door should only be
latched with the red latch during
services and meetings.

All exits and escape routes
should be kept clear at all times.

Those on door duty should
ensure that individuals in need
of assistance to evacuate should
be given help. This should not
be done in a way to impede the
egress from the building, if
necessary waiting until most of
the building is clear.



Buccleuch & Greyfriars Free Church

November 2011

Procedure 1

Meetings  without  creche,
Sabbath  School or special
consideration for children.

(E.g. Evening service)

Upon discovery of fire the fire
alarm should be sounded using
the break glass point, or by
raising a verbal alarm.

The team on door duty are
responsible for ensuring that all
present are:

1. aware that there is a

problem,
2. asked to leave;
3. made aware of the

appropriate/best exit.

This can be done by speaking
directly or letting the minister
know and allowing him to

direct the congregation. This
choice  will  depend on
distribution  throughout the
building, urgency and as

appropriate to the situation.

The congregation should be
encouraged to:

1.  remain calm;

2. exit the building by the
nearest usable exit;

3. make their way to the
assembly point.

The door duty team should
ensure that assistance is
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provided to any who need it.

If the safety of one of the exits
has been compromised the door
duty team should ensure the
congregation are directed the
other way.

The door duty team should
ensure that the building is
completely vacated, including
toilets, as far as they can do so
safely.

Procedure 2

Meetings including a creche,
Sabbath school or with special
consideration for children.

(E.g. Morning service)

The same instructions for
Procedure 1 should be followed
with the following additions.

In any groups particularly for
children, such as créche,
Sabbath school or youth clubs
the leaders of that group are
responsible for the evacuation
of the children, under the
guidance of the door duty team.

If further assistance is needed
the door duty team should seek
help from other members of the
congregation, by particular (not
general) request.
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Uniting parents and children
should be done as quickly as
possible, but should not impede
the evacuation.

Parents should be encouraged
not to block the hall exit by
trying to enter to collect
children.

People who have to cross the
main sanctuary to exit, through
the side door, should be
encouraged to move through the
pews or round the front, rather
than block the hall door.

Finances
A note from Alasdair Black, our
Treasurer
I'm very pleased to let you
know that the fundraising for
the manse roof is now complete.
£18,000 in donations since
January 2010 have now been
received.

This is in addition to a
significant increase in general
fund givings (we are on track to
raise around £7,000 more than
last year), and also to the extra
funds raised for the church
worker position.

We are Here to Help
The Kirk Session of the
congregation, i.e. the Ministers

20

and Elders who are responsible
for the spiritual leadership of
the congregation, wanted to
remind the congregation that
they should feel free to contact
them with any questions,
concerns or problems because
we are here to help. Please let
one of us know if you would
appreciate a visit from one of
the ministers or elders.

The contact details of our
two ministers are:

Rev Alex J MacDonald

Rev Dr Bob Akroyd,

The congregation is divided
into  geographic  districts:
central, northwest, east,

southeast and southwest with
specific elders connected to
each district.

The contact details of our
elders are:
District
CE Donald Forsyth

NWJohn MacRae
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& Neil Campbell

E lain Gill

SE Roddy Macleod (Session
Clerk)

& Rev
Macdonald

Dr  Fergus

SW Rev Prof Donald M
MacDonald

WONDERFULLY MADE

Faster than Light

In April, June and November
last year, | wrote about the
scientific work being developed
at the European Centre for
Particle Physics (CERN) near
Geneva where efforts were
being made in an attempt to
replicate the physical conditions
at the earliest stages of the
origin of the universe. Under
controlled conditions beams of
light travelling in opposite
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directions were set on a
collision course with a view to
discovering if their collision
would produce matter.  This
Centre has also been involved
in other projects related to
particle physics.

Since the time of Einstein
it has been presumed that
nothing moves faster than the
speed of light, that is at 186,000
miles per second or 299,000
kilometres per second.
Scientists working at CERN
and also at the Gran Sasso
Observatory under the
Apennine Mountains in Italy
may have discovered that a
flock of subatomic particles
called neutrinos may move
slightly faster than the speed of
light. It seems almost
impossible that this should be
the case, but if it is verified, it
could cause a review of a
century of established physics,
bring a need to rewrite the
textbooks and require the
faculties at major universities
around the world to reassess
their position.

At CERN a particle
accelerator produced a swarm
of these subatomic particles
called neutrinos and aimed them
through the Alps at particle
detectors in the Gran Sasso
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Observatory 450 miles away
(724 Kkilometres).  Neutrinos
move  effortlessly  through
obstacles. When the two
laboratories synchronized their
timing, it appeared that the
neutrinos had made the journey
0.0025% faster than a beam of
light.

If these results are proved
to be precise, then particles that
move faster than light are to all
intents moving backward in
time. That splinter of a second
isn’t much, but could be very
significant. However,
astonishing results in physics
may turn out to be wrong and
there is in the scientific
community the understanding
that these results must be
replicated before they receive
general acceptance. In this case
the scientists have carefully
checked the calibration of their
instruments, re-examined the
data and still come out with the
same results.

The leader at the Gran
Sasso Observatory, Antonio
Ereditato, told the BBC, “My
dream would be that another,
independent experiment finds
the same thing. Then | would
be relieved.”

Near Chicago, a group at
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the Fermilab accelerator
complex is preparing for a
round of studies to confirm or
refute the results. In 2007,
Fermilab made a claim of faster
than light neutrinos, but on
closer analysis the evidence
went away. The big question is
whether the results of the recent
European  study will  be
confirmed or otherwise.

To illustrate the detailed
complexity of the problem, the
moon is 239,000 miles or
385,000 kilometres from the
earth. According to the CERN
research, the neutrino travel
time from moon to earth would
be 1.2829 seconds; light travel
time would be 1.2830 seconds;
Apollo 11 would take 73 hours
and a Boeing 747 8 days. It is
the first figure that is the one to
be re-examined and which
might bring about a startling
reappraisal of our scientific
understanding.

It is an integral aspect of
the spirit of genuine science that
there is a desire to see the

results independently
corroborated  before  being
formally accepted.

WMM



ROTAS

Creche

27" Nov  Flora Evelyn Esther

4™ Dec Jocelyn Norma Sarah

11" Dec  Neil Kirsty Mairi

18" Dec  Rebecca G. Jennifer McK Tizzy

Amplifier

27" Nov Jonnie

4" Dec

11" Dec Neil

18" Dec Steven

Cleaning

26" Nov Mairi Kerry/Lara

3" Dec Cailean Hannah

10" Dec Dolina Alasdair

17" Dec Karen Alison

24" Dec Heather Graham

Door Duty

27" Nov Eric Mackay Graham Hardy
Steve Willis Stephen Allison

4" Dec Donald Forsyth Mairi Forsyth
Dolina Macdonald Willie Lytle

11" Dec Willie Mackay Calum Maclean
Alasdair Macleod Richard Lytle

18" Dec John Macrae Johnnie Macleod
Michael Brautigam Jenni Brautigam

25" Dec Roddy Macleod Neil Campbell

Neil Macrae

Ruth Macrae
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ACTIVITIES (in church building unless marked by *)

Sunday 11:00am 5:00pm 6:30pm
25" Nov (Fri) preparatory service at 7:30pm Norman Mackay
26" Nov Colin Dow at 7:30pm
27" Nov Colin Dow (Communion) Praise Time 5:30Colin Dow at 6:30pm
4" Dec  Alex MacDonald Bob Akroyd Bob Akroyd
11" Dec Bob Akroyd Bob Akroyd Alex MacDonald
Creche and Junior Sunday School during morning service.
*Youth Fellowship meets fortnightly - see Jon Green for details
Forum meets after the evening service

Monday
*Bethany House Outreach 8-10pm — contact Bob Akroyd (664 6306)

Tuesday
Informal English Class  2-3:30pm — contact Ena Mackay

Tuesday Club(p5-S2) —contact Stephen Allison

Wednesday

Prayer Meeting 7:30pm

*Home Bible Studies 7:30pm (2" & 4™ Wed of month, except July &
August)

Thursday

*Eight-a-side Football 9:30pm — contact Finlay Macleod
Ping pong Club in the hall from 3:00-5:00pm-contact Jon Green

Eriday
Pink and Blue Playgroup 10:00am-12 noon in the hall
Women'’s Fellowship as announced
Saturday
Prayer Breakfast 9am
CONTACTS
Minister Alex MacDonald (667 4651) AlexJMacDonald@blueyonder.co.uk
Assistant Minister Bob Akroyd (664 6306) bobandheather@talk21.com
Newsletter/sheet  Moira Mackay moira.mackay@blueyonder.co.uk

Buccleuch and Greyfriars web page www.buccleuchfreechurch.co.uk

PROCEDURE FOR BOOKING THE CHURCH HALL

1) Check availability at www.buccleuchfreechurch.co.uk -> Calendar
2) Select the appropriate link at the top of the calendar page to make a booking

Registered Scott/%AfCharig/ SC009634
The Free Church of Scotland is a Designated Religious Charity




