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Ministerõs Update 

I have been asked by the 

Deaconsô Court (the church 

committee that looks after the 

finances and property of the 

congregation) to draw your 

attention to the financial 

challenge facing the 

congregation this year. It is, of 

course, a challenging time 

financially for the whole 

country at present, and for 

many of us as individuals and 

families. 

The particular challenge 

facing Buccleuch at the moment 

is to meet our budget for the 

year. Every year the Deaconsô 

Court draws up a budget in 

which expected income and 

expenditure is calculated. In the 

first 6 months of the year, 

income has fallen below 

expectations. In addition we 

have the additional expenditure 

of the necessary re-slating of 

the Manse roof. We are very 

grateful to have received a 

generous donation plus loan for 

this from a member of the 

congregation. However, the 

loan of course has to be paid 

back. 

The upshot of all this is 

that our Treasurer, Alasdair 

Black, informs us that we need 

an extra £2000 each month 

from July to September to break 

even by the end of the year. 

That is a lot of money and a 

considerable challenge. But if 

we break it down it doesnôt 

sound quite so unattainable. If 

100 of us increased our 

donations by an average of £20 

a month, we could do it. Or if 

10 new people took out monthly 

standing orders of £200, again 

the figure could be reached. 

Hopefully there will be a 

combination of both of these. In 

addition we need to organise 

fundraising events to pay off the 

manse roof loan, as we did for 

the church kitchen. 

If you wish to give 

regularly to the congregation, 

Alasdair Black will be very 

happy to speak to you and 

explain the various methods, 

including Gift Aid. 

All of this may sound very 

mundane, but it is an essential 

part of our spiritual response to 

the grace of God. The Apostle 

Paul said, ñSee that you also 

excel in the grace of givingò (2 

Cor.8:7), and he made all the 

practical arrangements for 

collections for the needs of the 

Church. 

And donôt be put off if 

you feel you canôt give very 

much. Jesus praised the widow 



Buccleuch & Greyfriars Free Church Summer 2010 

 

 3 

who gave her ñtwo mitesò 

(Mark 12:42), and Paul said that 

the Macedonian churches gave 

out of ñtheir extreme povertyò 

(2 Cor. 8:2). 

All of us have received 

grace upon grace, whether in 

Godôs grace common to all men 

in creation and providence, or 

in his special redemptive grace 

in Christ Jesus, and it is fitting 

that we should respond by 

giving to the work of his 

kingdom. 

Wishing you an enjoyable 

summer, 

Alex MacDonald 

 
Assistant Ministerõs Update 

The weather was perfect.  The 

clock had just struck 1pm and 

the stands on Centre Court were 

filled with eager spectators.  

Just then a small elderly woman 

in a green dress wearing a white 

hat entered the seating area 

behind the court.  Everyone 

rose to their feet simultaneously 

and began to applaud loudly.  It 

was Wimbledon and the special 

visitor was Queen Elizabeth II.  

It had been 33 years since the 

Queen had last visited the 

tournament and she witnessed 

firsthand Andy Murrayôs 

straight set win in the second 

round of the tournament.  No 

one made an announcement and 

no instructions were given.  In 

the presence of the Queen and 

our head of State, there was an 

instinctive reaction to show 

respect, appreciation and 

admiration.   

Are we aware that every 

day, no matter where we are or 

what we are doing we are in the 

presence of the King of Kings 

and Lord of Lords?  Jesus 

deserves our honour and 

respect, our admiration and 

appreciation.  Sadly, unlike the 

Queenôs entrance to Centre 

Court, few people acknowledge 

Jesus either publicly or 

privately.  The percentage of 

regular church attendance may 

have dipped as low as 1% in the 

city of Edinburgh.  The ninety 

and nine are wandering the 

fields ï helpless and harassed 

because they have no shepherd. 

Have you come to recognise 

Jesus as your King and Lord 

and if so what does that mean in 

practice?  Is your relationship 

with him obvious or seemingly 

invisible?  Is your affection for 

him warm and vibrant or cold 

and formal? 

Let us join our voices with 

the heavenly chorus, 

"Hallelujah! For our Lord God 

almighty reigns. Let us rejoice 
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and be glad and give him 

glory!ò Revelation 19:6-7 

Yours faithfully, 

 Bob Akroyd 

 
Welcome 

It is always a pleasure to see 

new people in the congregation, 

whether they are students, new 

residents in Edinburgh or 

visitors passing through 

Edinburgh on holiday.  We 

hope you feel welcome and that 

you enjoy your time with us at 

Buccleuch.  Please feel free to 

contact either of our ministers 

for information, pastoral 

support, and advice.  Their 

contact details are: 

Alex MacDonald (667 4651, 

alexjmacdonald@blueyonder.co.uk) 

and Bob Akroyd (664 6306, 

bobandheather@talk21.com) 

 

 
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

 
Communion Dates  

28
th
-29

th
 August Preparatory 

service on Saturday 7.30pm, 

and the Communion service  on 

Sunday at 11:00am   

26
th
 September Evening 

Communion   

26
th
-28

th
 November Preparatory 

service on Friday and Saturday 

nights at 7.30pm, and the 

Communion service on Sunday 

11:00am.  

  
Summer Sunday School 

During the school holidays a 

combined class will be held for 

pre-school and junior classes in 

the vestry. Help is needed to 

teach this class and also assist-2 

people each week. All helpers 

must be disclosed. Please see 

the sign-up sheet in the hall and 

see if there is a week that you 

are free to help. Sunday School 

will recommence on Sunday 

22
nd

 August. 

 
Missionary Meeting 

Marsali Campbell, working 

with Dwelling Places in Uganda 

through AIM will be speaking 

at an after church fellowship in 

Buccleuch on Sunday 12
th
 

September. 

 
Baptism 

The Kirk Session have 

appointed that the sacrament of 

baptism be administered on 

Sunday 8
th
 August at the 

morning service. Abigail Black 

and Lee and Angel Mason are 

due to be baptised. 

 
Farewell to Clive and Ruth 

Bailey ð Wed 11 th August 

Please make every effort to 

mailto:alexjmacdonald@blueyonder.co.uk
mailto:bobandheather@talk21.com
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attend the farewell meeting for 

Clive and Ruth Bailey.  This 

will be a joint Missionary 

meeting at Buccleuch on 

Wednesday 11
th
 of August at 

7.30pm.  The Baileys have had 

a short furlough and time of 

deputation.  Clive will give a 

presentation about the ongoing 

work at Colegio San Andres in 

Lima, Peru.  Come along to this 

meeting and be prepared to be 

encouraged and challenged by 

what God is doing in the life of 

a school which celebrated its 

93
rd
 anniversary in June. 

 
 

 
Neil MacMillanõs Induction 

Neil MacMillan (Mary 

MacMillanôs son) will be 

inducted to his post of 

Development Officer on 

Wednesday 18
th
 August at 

7.30pm in Buccleuch. This 

service will be conducted by the 

Presbytery and the Moderator, 

Rev David MacPherson (bon 

Accord, Aberdeen) will preach 

and preside. 

Neil is doing a great work 

throughout the church for the 

Home Missions Board and it 

will be a real encouragement if 

as many as possible attend that 

service. 

 
Guest Service  

The next guest service will be 

on Sunday 29
th
 August at 

6.30pm when Alex will be our 

preacher.  Please take this 

opportunity to invite your 

friends to hear the Good News 

about Jesus Christ and pray that 

God would use these occasions 

to convert those who attend. 

 
Midweek Meetings 

PRAYER MEETINGS JULY 

& AUGUST 

Just to remind you, there are no 

Home Bible Studies in July & 

August.  In keeping with our 

established pattern, there will be 

a traditional format prayer 

meeting on the 2
nd

 and 4
th
 

Wednesdays of July & August 

with the new format (asking for 

prayer requests and volunteers 

to pray) on the first and third 

Wednesdays.  Please avail 

yourselves of these 

opportunities to gather for 

prayer for the congregation, the 

city, and the world.   
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In September, we will 

return to having Home Bible 

studies on the 2
nd

 and 4
th
 

Wednesdays of the month. 

 

7
th
 July New Format  

14
th
 July Traditional Format 

21
st
 July New Format 

28
th
 July Traditional Format 

4
th
 August New Format 

11
th
August Traditional Format 

18
th
 August New Format 

25
th
 August Traditional Format 

Items for prayer may be 

emailed to Moira Mackay for 

inclusion in the weekly 

newssheet or monthly 

newsletter, as appropriate.  

These may then be used at the 

various prayer meetings, and by 

those unable to attend these 

meetings but who are in receipt 

of the newssheet and/or the 

newsletter.  In addition to 

petitions, people are encouraged 

to inform Moira of blessings for 

which thanks may be given to 

God. 

 
Buccleuch & Greyfriars Hub 

Programme 2010 

As mentioned by Bob, Neil 

MacMillan has begun the series 

of HUB training events at 

Buccleuch.  Following are the 

topics is covering over the next 

few months. 

A ï Leadership in the Local 

Church 

1. Dynamics of Spiritual 

Renewal  

2. Creating and Developing a 

Leadership Team   

3. Vision and Planning 

4. Small Group Leadership & 

Bible handling skills 

   

B - Every Member Ministry 

  

1. Motives for Ministry  - How 

the gospel moves us to get 

involved in the ministry and 

mission of our church ï was 

on 7
th
 February. 

2. Love One Another - How 

gospel community helps to 

form godly character ï was 

on 25
th
 April. 

3. Spiritual Gifts ï Identifying 

your Spiritual Gifts. Some 

people feel that they have 

nothing to offer, others are 

unsure of their gift. Here is 

help to try to figure out your 

gifts ï was on 13
th
 June.  

4. Equipping People ï Looking 

at how your church can train 

you to make the most of your 

gifts in work of the Kingdom 

ï 22
nd

 August. 

5. Evangelism & Personal 

Witness   - Building 

confidence to share the 

gospel ï 10
th
 October. 
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6. The Christian in the 

Workplace, Family & 

Community. How our faith 

can make a difference in 

these important part of our 

daily lives ï 12
th
 December. 

 

Congregational Lunch 

There will be a congregational 

lunch on Sunday 1
st
 August 

after the morning service. All 

are welcome to this bring and 

share lunch. Please speak to 

Mairi, Jenny or Moira for more 

details.  

 
Youth Fellowship 

Thank you to Kenny, Rebecca 

and Jon for giving up their 

Sunday evenings to lead the YF 

over the past year. Let us 

remember our students over the 

summer as they spend time 

away from Edinburgh. 

 
Prayer Breakfasts 

We continue to meet weekly at 

9am on Saturday mornings for 

prayer, food and fellowship.  

All are welcome! 

 
Meetings of Kirk Session and 

Deaconsõ Court 

Meetings of the Deaconsô Court 

for 2010 are scheduled for: 

12
th
 October 

14
th
 December 

Meetings of the Deaconsô 

Court  are generally held on 

Tuesdays in the hall at 

7:30 pm, and Kirk Session 

meetings are held at the same 

time, but in the manse, except at 

Communions. 
 

Volunteers 

Volunteers are need for the 

coffee rota on a Sunday 

morning and the tea and scone 

rota for the 5:30pm Praise time. 

Please speak to Christine 

Macleod if you can help on a 

Sunday morning and Rebecca 

Green if you can help on a 

Sunday at 5:30pm. 
  

Mentoring 

If you have recently decided 

that you wish to be mentored, 

then please contact Alex 

MacDonald, Bob Akroyd, Mary 

Macmillan, Mary Campbell or 

Eric Mackay. 

 
Informal English Classes 

The informal English classes on 

Tuesday afternoons are in full 

swing.  Please contact Ena 

Mackay for further details. 

 
Toddler Group 

Have you pre-school children?  

Do you like cake? If so come to 

Toddlers on Friday mornings 
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between 10 am and 12 noon for 

play and a chat.  The group is 

very informal and all are 

welcome.    Good fun, good 

coffee, good times. 

Sarah Lytle 

 
The òDeutsch-Courseó  

Free German Language 

Conversation Course for 

beginners and advanced 

learners 

These classes will begin again 

on 11
th
 September. 

Contact Michael for more 

details: braeutigam@fishpost.de 

 
Edinburgh and Perth Free 

Church Presbytery Gaelic 

Services 2010  

5
th
 September - Rev Duncan 

Macleod at Perth Free Church. 

12
th
 December - Rev Iain 

Thomson, East Kilbride at St 

Columbaôs Free Church, 

Edinburgh. 

All services begin at 3pm. 

 

  

CONGREGATIONAL NEWS 
 
Update from Nashville, 

Tennessee 

I caught up with the Brannon 

family in Nashville, Tennessee 

for a great Mexican meal 

followed by ice cream at Ben & 

Jerry's!  Jeff, Jen, Colin, Drew 

and Evan are all well.  Jeff 

recently taught some classes in 

Japan for a few weeks.  He is 

currently investigating the 

possibility of returning to Japan, 

with the whole family, to teach 

on a permanent basis. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jeff & Jen really miss 

Buccleuch - they told me it is 

their spiritual home - they send 

their love and best wishes to 

you all. 

Donald Forsyth 

 
International Meal 

Thank you to all those who 

hosted the international meals 

this session. 
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Congratulations 

Congratulations to Kathleen 

Gallagher who graduated on the 

29
th
 June. She gained an MA 

Second Class Joint Honours in 

English Language and 

Psychology from Glasgow 

University.  

Congratulations to Steven 

Allison and Elizabeth (Tizzy) 

who got engaged and are 

planning to get married next 

year. 

Congratulations to 

Andrew Macleod (son of Ian 

MacLeod) and Louise Cooke 

who got married in June. Alex 

will conduct a short service of 

blessing when Ian will be able 

to be present on Saturday 10
th
 

July. 

Congratulations too to 

Donald and Joan MacDonald on 

their Ruby Wedding on 16
th
 

July! 
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Congregational Picnic 

Thank you to all those who 

organised the Congregational 

Picnic. Good food, good 

company and great weather and 

location! 
 

Thanks 

Thanks to all those who 

attended the public consultation 

exhibition on the Causey 

project. Your attendance was 

much appreciated by the 

organisers. 

 
Summer Placement ð Thank 

You 

We would like to express our 

thanks to Alasdair MacAulay 

for his six weeks student 

placement with our 

congregation.  It has been a 

pleasure to get to know him, 

Mairi, Luke, Emma & Kate.  

We appreciated Alasdairôs 

preaching, his visitation within 

the congregation and his genial 

and warm personality.  We give  

 

 

our best wishes to the 

MacAulay family for an 

enjoyable and somewhat more 

restful summer in Argyll and 

beyond.  

 
 
New Job 

Congratulations to Shanana 

who is now working in the 

Kirkaldy Congregation as a 

full -time Community Worker.  

Let us remember her in prayer 

as she settles into her new job. 

 
Holiday Playgroup 

St Columbaôs Free Church will 

be having a holiday 

playgroup on Tuesday mornings 

from the 6
th
 of July. Ages: 

babies to P1 and you will be 

expected to stay with your little 
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angels, but older children can 

come too. For more info contact 

Susan Muir. 

 
Ladies Fellowship 

Not having the stamina of their 

predecessors, Sarah Lytle and 

Jenny Somerville are retiring 

from organising the Ladies 

Fellowship.  If you would like 

to organise the next yearôs 

events you can speak to them 

for some hints and tips.  There 

are no rules about what the 

fellowship does but we do 

usually try to have a mix of 

formal and informal activities to 

suit as many ladies as possible. 

Thank you to Sarah and Jenny 

for all their work this year  

 
Grandpa Gill goes walking for 

LõArche 

This is an update on the Munro 

Marathon, an attempt by a 

pensioner to walk all 283 

Munros (Scottish hills over 

3000 feet high) within 99 days 

as a way of raising funds for 

LôArche, an organisation which 

runs homes for people with 

learning disabilities. 

I have done 43 Munros in 

15 days up to 26 June and hope 

to reach 50 by the end of the 

Marathon, rather more than the 

20-at-best I originally expected. 

The 99 days is likely to be 88 

days if all continues at the 

present hectic pace. My role is 

simply to support Gerry 

McPartlin by walking with him; 

several other people are doing 

the same thing on other days. 

On ñeasyò days Iôve been with 

Gerry all day but on four 

occasions Iôve met him part 

way or did the first few then 

pulled out. 

Apart from walking Iôve 

acted as taxi driver, thumbed a 

lift, waded through deep 

streams, been eaten alive by 

midges, scrambled up and down 

cliffs, wild camped in lay-bys 

and met all sorts of interesting 

people, stalkers, farmers, other 

walkers; Iôve seen temperature 

inversion at 5.00 in the 

morning, watched newly 

hatched ptarmigan chicks, seen 

myriads of tiny mountain 

flowers; there has been snow, 

sun, gale force wind, sleet, hail 

stones, rain and of course mist; 

my car has broken down and I 

spent two hard days replacing a 

part. And so it goes on: hard 

work rewarded by new 

experiences. Iôve learned to 

respect the work carried out by 

LôArche and warmly commend 

the fund for which Gerry is 

walking. 
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Thanks to all who have 

contributed via 

www.justgiving.com/iaindgill 

or in cash to me. Iôd be highly 

encouraged by more donations. 

£5 is the norm. 

Ian Gill 
 

Notice to Parents 

The Kirk Session wants to 

reiterate its concern for the 

safety of the children of the 

congregation after the service, 

Sunday School and Crèche are 

finished (safety from hot tea, or 

being knocked over by other 

children, or from running out of 

the church onto the road). 

Parents, please be advised 

that once the service is over, it 

is your responsibility to collect 

your children as soon as 

possible from the Crèche area 

and the Sunday School. 

In addition to juice and 

biscuits being served in the 

Crèche area, there will be a 

table set up for juice and 

biscuits for the older children 

on a table at the right side of the 

hall leaving the church. 

We appreciate the efforts 

of the Sunday School teachers 

and Crèche volunteers to teach 

and look after the children 

during the service and trust 

parents will relieve them of 

these responsibilities once the 

service is completed. 

 
Congregational Website 

Have you looked at our website 

recently (www.buccleuchfreech

urch.co.uk)?  Any suggestions 

or contributions, please contact 

Alex or Bob or our Webmaster, 

Calum Maclean, 

c.n.maclean@blueyonder.co.uk   

We want the website to be 

as informative and helpful as 

possible so please use it and 

keep sending in new 

information. 

 
Facebook 

Are you on Facebook?  If so 

join the new Buccleuch group!  

It is a useful tool for sharing 

information about Buccleuch 

and also lets people who might 

want to, come see a bit more 

about us as a congregation.  

Please feel free to post relevant 

information on the wall. You 

can also use the discussion 

pages to have a chat to the other 

members ï perhaps you might 

like to continue a Forum 

discussion or a topic that is in 

the news.  So far we have 48 

members and some excellent 

photos! 

Sarah Lytle 

 

http://www.justgiving.com/iaindgill
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Maintenance Book 

A maintenance book has been 

placed on the noticeboard next 

to the kitchen hatch. 

This is to record any 

blown bulbs, broken tables, etc. 

so the deacons know what to 

fix.  Please make use of this. 

 
Happy Birthday 

Happy birthday to Mhairi who 

had a birthday on the 11
th
 of 

June Lily Beth who will have a 

birthday on the 24
th
 of July and 

Rachel on the 6
th
 of July.  

Happy birthday to Lilian 

Ross who celebrated a special 

birthday recently! 

 
Anyone for Tennis? 

Come and keep fit on a 

Saturday morning and have a 

game of tennis. We are now 

playing at Craiglockhart Tennis 

Centre. If you are interested 

speak to Evelyn, Heather, Mairi 

or Moira.   

We are Here to Help 

The Session of the 

congregation, i.e. the Ministers 

and Elders who are responsible 

for the spiritual leadership of 

the congregation, wanted to 

remind the congregation that 

they should feel free to contact 

them with any questions, 

concerns or problems because 

we are here to help. Please let 

one of us know if you would 

appreciate a visit from one of 

the ministers or elders. 

The contact details of our 

two ministers are: 

Rev Alex J MacDonald, 14 

Gilmour Road EH16 5NT  

Home phone: 667 4651 

Mobile: 07751 298046 

Email: 
alex.macdonald@freechurch.org 
 

Rev Dr Bob Akroyd, 275 

Guardwell Crescent EH17 7SL  

Home phone: 664 6306 

Email: 

bobandheather@talk21.com 

 

The congregation is divided 

into geographic districts: 

central, northwest, east, 

southeast and southwest with 

specific elders connected to 

each district.   

The contact details of our 

elders are: 
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District   

CE Donald Forsyth,  

 

 

NW John MacRae,  

 

  & Neil Campbell,  

 

 

E Iain Gill ,  

 

 

  & Rev William Mackay,  

 

 

SE Roddy Macleod,  

(Session Clerk) 

 

  & Rev Dr Fergus 

Macdonald 
 

 

SW Rev Prof Donald M 

MacDonald,  

 

 

  & Dr Eric Mackay ,  

 

 
 

Visiting Bethany 

In each monthôs newsletter 

someone in the congregation 

will tell us a little about one of 

the outreach activities which he 

or she is involved in. Perhaps 

you might want to get involved 

too. This month Stephen Willis 

tells us about visiting Bethany 

House. 

 

What does going to Bethany 

involve? 
Between one and three people 

go down to Bethany House in 

Leith (which is very easy to 

reach either with a lift from Bob 

or by bus). We arrive at about 

8pm on Monday nights, 

equipped with donuts. When we 

get there, we make our way to 

the games room, where there 

are usually about six folk, both 

male and female. We play some 

games and talk to the people 

there. Thereôs always a member 

of Bethany staff in the games 

room when itôs open. 

After that, we make our way 

through six flats (five for men 

and one for women) delivering 

donuts. Each flat has a room for 

five people and a shared kitchen 

and lounge area. In the flats, we 

just talk to people where they 

are at. Weôre quite honest that 

weôre people from church and 

that sometimes starts 

conversations. Sometimes 

people want advice about jobs 

or a new flat; some want to talk 

to us about family or drugs 

problems. 

 



Buccleuch & Greyfriars Free Church Summer 2010 

 

 15 

Are people pleased to see you? 

Yes, there are some people who 

donôt want to say anything but 

as a rule no-one is rude. It 

breaks up their evenings, I 

suppose. We are people to talk 

to who are not Bethany staff 

and are therefore donôt have to 

follow the Bethany protocols in 

conversation. 

 

Why did you start going? 
I was looking for opportunities 

to get involved in the work of 

the church and this was clearly 

one of those. I took a while to 

get my present job after 

graduating so I know what an 

uncertain time it is when you 

donôt know where you will live 

and are looking for a job. I can 

see how easy it would be to go 

from there to being homeless. 

In a small way, therefore, I have 

relevant experience. Also, there 

is a definite biblical emphasis 

on visiting people, particularly 

the poor and downtrodden. 

 

Was it scary the first time? 
Yes. Itôs an environment with 

people youôve never met before. 

Sometimes, Iôve done it on my 

own and that was scary the first 

few times. 

 

 

Did it get easier? 
Yes, as you realise that people 

want you to come and are 

pleased to see you. Itôs 

rewarding and thatôs obviously 

very nice but thatôs not the only 

reason you do it. If anyone 

wants to try doing it, Iôd suggest 

persevering for a few weeks 

that gives people a chance to 

get to know you and to 

recognise you when you come. 

 

Whatôs the hardest thing about 

visiting Bethany? 
A lot of the people there are not 

very different from us except 

that their lives are often chaotic 

and as a result they are in 

danger ï much more danger 

than us. In my time two people 

have died. Both were young 

men who I had seen a couple of 

weeks before they died. What 

can we do to change their lives? 

Not a huge amount, however 

God can completely change 

peopleôs lives. 

 

Whatôs the most rewarding 

thing about it? 

You do get really good 

conversations sometimes where 

people who havenôt much 

reason to be happy show so 

much joy as a result of having 

the gospel in their lives. Some 
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of the workers at Bethany are 

people who were homeless and 

whose lives have changed 

completely. Itôs also very 

humbling to visit peopleôs 

homes. People who have very 

little can be extraordinarily 

generous. Itôs good to be part of 

bringing the gospel to these 

people. I think we are very 

much links in a chain. 

 

How can people in the 

congregation help? 
Pray that we would have the 

strength and willingness to do 

the work. It does take a lot out 

of you and can involve being 

home quite late. You donôt 

know what youôll have to deal 

with when you get there. 

Sometimes itôs totally relaxed 

and sometimes youôll have a 

conversation which makes you 

quite uncomfortable. Pray for 

the people who work at Bethany 

ï they have to do night shifts 

and deal with all the trouble that 

we donôt really see. Pray for the 

residents. 

 

Could more people come? 
Yes, definitely. Itôs not 

something that you have to 

commit to doing every week 

forever after. People could 

come for a few weeks and see 

how they find it. Equally, they 

could come for a while, not 

come for a few weeks and then 

come back. Itôs good to have a 

pool of people who can come, 

especially as Bob often has to 

be away. 

 

Thanks very much Stephen 
 

Bethany House Visiting, 15 

Couper Street 

Mondays, 8pm 

Contact Bob for more details. 
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WONDERFULLY   MADE  

 

  Large  Hadron  Collider(2)   

The Large Hadron Collider is 

the largest apparatus built for 

scientific experimentation, 

sitting 100 metres below ground 

on the French-Swiss border. It 

consists of two parallel tubes 

roughly the diameter of 

drainpipes with a circumference 

of 17 miles.  It has taken 20 

years to design and build the 

apparatus, and over 10,000 

scientists and engineers of more 

than 100 nationalities have been 

involved.  It is a very serious 

attempt to investigate sub-

atomic particle physics and 

human understanding of nature. 

 Put very simply, it is an 

attempt to discover the 

relationship between energy and 

matter.  In the book of Genesis, 

light is the first aspect of Godôs 

Creation and it seems 

reasonable to consider that 

ólightô includes the whole 

electro-magnetic spectrum of 

which white or visible light is a 

very small percentage, about 3 

per cent.  The word ólightô takes 

on a different meaning when 

viewed as the whole range of 

the electro-magnetic spectrum.  

It is from ólightô that the whole 

of creation develops into the 

second and following days. 

 Professor Brian Cox is 

quoted as commenting on the 

Large Hadron Collider project 

that itôs not a plaything 

designed to allow a few 

scientists to chase another 

particle for their sub-atomic 

Lego set.  It is the machine that 

had to be built if we are to take 

the next step in our 

understanding of nature.  It has 

to be so big because it must 

generate enough energy to 

probe the origin of mass, and 

we want to do that because this 

is where our understanding of 

nature grinds to a halt.  The 

process of exploring the forces 

that make our world work and 

the particles out of which our 

world is built have delivered, 

almost as a side effect, the 

industrial world. 

 There would be no 

dynamos, no electric light, no 

transistors, no computers and 

indeed no modern world that we 

would recognise at all without 

understanding electro 
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magnetism and the forces of 

nature embedded in the 

Standard Model of particle 

physics.  Over recent decades 

this understanding has been 

halted behind a tantalising door, 

and the LHC is the key to 

unlocking this door and moving 

out into a completely new 

landscape, potentially vast and 

unimaginably valuable in 

scientific terms. 

 Brian Cox writes, ñThere 

is one outstanding hole in the 

Standard Model of particle 

physics.  When physicists began 

to write down theories of nature 

at the sub-atomic level in the 

1960s, they quickly discovered 

that their equations worked best 

when the particles of matter had 

no mass.  Of course, this is a 

serious flaw because we are all 

made up of these particles, and 

we very definitely have mass! 

 ñSo, in the Standard 

Model, the tricky problem of 

mass is solved by a theory 

called the Higgs mechanism.  It 

works by filling all space with 

something called the Higgs 

field.  Itôs not entirely 

unreasonable to think of it like 

treacle.  Heavy particles are 

massive because they interact 

with the Higgs field.  Lighter 

particles interact less strongly 

with the Higgs field, and 

therefore acquire less mass. 

ñHow can this picture be 

verified or disproved?  For the 

Higgs field, there must 

therefore be an associated 

Higgs particle (which scientists 

have called the Higgs Boson).  

If this theory is correct, then the 

Higgs particle MUST be within 

reach of the Large Hadron 

Collider, and should begin to 

appear for fleeting but easily 

detectable instant in the giant 

ATLAS, CMS, LHCb and 

ALICE cameras as the LHC 

relentlessly smashes billions 

upon billions of protons 

together in the months and 

years ahead.ò 

On 10
th
 September, 2008, 

the first steps were taken when 

both proton beams were 

circulated around the LHC for 

the first time.  Shortly 

afterwards, an accident caused 

by a faulty electrical connection 

between two of the LHCôs 

9,300 magnets caused a helium 

leak which damaged 53 of 

them.  The origins of this 

setback lay in the technical 

difficulty of building super-cold 

magnet systems on industrial 

scales never before seen. 

On 30
th
 March this year, 

the project again got under way 
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and physicists at the LHC 

smashed together two proton 

beams.  Each was moving with 

energy equivalent to 3.5 trillion 

electron volts, for a combine 7 

trillion ï a new world record.  A 

series of experiments are being 

carried out using this 

extraordinary apparatus with a 

view to understanding more 

intricacies of the sub-atomic 

universe. 

ñI will give you the 

treasures of darkness, riches 

stored in secret places.ò 

 

WMM 

 

Notes: This article follows 

on from the one on the same 

subject in the last Newsletter. 

Boson:  any of a class of 

subatomic particles whose 

behaviour is governed by Bose-

Einstein statistics. 

 Bose was an Indian physicist 

who died in 1974. 

Peter Higgs lectured and was a 

researcher at the University of 

Edinburgh.  He is now 

Professor Emeritus. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  



Buccleuch & Greyfriars Free Church Summer 2010 

 

 20 

 
 


