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Minister’s Update 
Perspective is a strange thing. 
In the summer holidays, I was 
doing some climbing (as is my 
wont). I say summer holidays, 
although we haven’t had much 
of a summer – at least down 
here. But up in the north and 
west they’ve had a great 
summer, and that’s where I was 
climbing. I climbed Ben Hope, 
near the north coast of 
Sutherland. It’s a mountain with 
an encouraging name, although 
the only derivation of the name 
I have come across is from an 
old Norse word meaning “bay” 
or “inlet”. It is set between two 
large sea lochs – Loch Eriboll 
and the Kyle of Tongue – but 
“Hill of the Bay” still seems an 
unlikely name for such an 
impressive mountain. 

I had climbed Hope before 
on several occasions, but 
always by the recognised path. 
Ben Hope is a Munro and 
therefore the “tourist path” is 
rather busy in summer. So this 
time I wanted to climb the 
much steeper north face (not as 
difficult as the north face of the 
Eiger, but difficult enough!  

I climbed up from Loch 
Hope and once you’re up over 
the lower slopes, you are 
confronted with what looks like 

a sheer set of cliffs and gullies. 
I’d only seen it referred to in 
climbing books as a way down, 
not a way up, and I could see 
why. Maybe a very quick way 
down! That was the first 
perspective. 

It’s a bit like life. Some 
things rear up as daunting 
prospects. It may be the 
prospect of leaving home and 
coming to the city as a student 
or to work. How will I manage 
on my own? It may be the 
prospect of parenthood. How 
will I cope with the new 
responsibilities? It may be 
considering Christian faith and 
commitment or membership of 
the Church or witnessing as a 
Christian. How can I possibly 
do that? A daunting prospect. 

But then I had a look with 
the binoculars. And lo and 
behold, what appeared 
unclimbably vertical turned out 
to be entirely possible. There 
was one gully that seemed to 
slope back comfortably into the 
mountain and reached right to 
the summit. I made up my mind 
that was the route for me. That 
was the second perspective. 

We need that second 
perspective on the challenges of 
life too. It may be that sitting 
down calmly and looking more 
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closely at the issues will help. It 
may be that discussing it with a 
good friend will bring a new 
perspective. The best new 
perspective of all, the best 
“binoculars”, is looking at the 
problem through the lens of the 
Bible, God’s word. This does 
indeed bring a new perspective. 
It gives us God’s own 
perspective, not merely human 
opinion or tradition. If Jesus 
says, “Come to me all you who 
labour and are burdened and I 
will give you rest”, we can 
depend utterly on that. If he 
says, “Don’t be afraid, I will be 
with you. I’ll never leave you 
nor forsake you”, then we can 
face the future with confidence. 

But there is a third 
perspective – the perspective of 
actually tackling the mountain! 
I could have gone home after 
the new perspective of the 
binoculars and told people, 
“The north face of Ben Hope is 
climbable!” But who would 
believe me when they learned I 
hadn’t actually climbed it? 
Climbing brought a different 
perspective again. It was tough. 
I had to climb large sections 
using hands as well as feet. And 
when I got to the top of the 
ridge I found I wasn’t at the 
summit. A wall of rock barred 

the way. I had to climb around 
it. But it was one of the most 
exciting days climbing I have 
had. I even surprised some 
hinds and their calves in a 
corrie near the top. 

So with life. Actually 
tackling the daunting prospect 
gives another perspective again. 
Both previous perspectives 
contribute to it. Aspects are as 
scary as the first glance 
revealed, but it is doable, as the 
second perspective showed. 
However, it is only as you 
follow the route revealed by the 
second perspective that you 
prove it. 

There is of course a fourth 
perspective. The perspective 
from the top. You can look back 
and say, “I’ve done it! By the 
grace of God, I’ve done it!” 
There are times in life like that 
too, when you have tackled the 
seemingly insurmountable and 
you’ve overcome it. For the 
Christian there will be a final 
victory. As Paul said, 
“Forgetting what is behind and 
straining towards what is ahead, 
I press on towards the goal to 
win the prize for which God has 
called me heavenwards in 
Christ Jesus” (Philippians 
3:13,14). This will give a final 
perspective. Then we will see 
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that God has worked all things 
together for good for those who 
love him (Romans 8:28). 

Alex MacDonald 
 
Welcome 
It is always a pleasure to see 
new people in the congregation, 
whether they are students, new 
residents in Edinburgh or 
visitors passing through 
Edinburgh on holiday.  We 
hope you feel welcome and that 
you enjoy your time with us at 
Buccleuch.  Please feel free to 
contact either of our ministers 
for information, pastoral 
support, and advice.  Their 
contact details are: 
Alex MacDonald (667 4651, 
alexjmacdonald@blueyonder.co.uk) 
or Bob Akroyd (664 6306, 
bobandheather@talk21.com) 
 
 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
  
Guest Service 
The next in our series of guest 
services will be on Sunday 21st  
September at 6.30pm when Bob 
Akroyd will preach. Please take 
this opportunity to invite your 
friends to church to hear the 
Good News about Jesus Christ 
and pray that God would use 
these occasions to convert those 

who attend. 
 
Prayer Breakfasts 
We continue to meet weekly at 
9am on Saturday mornings for 
prayer, food and fellowship. If 
you haven’t been able come, 
please stop by one Saturday 
morning to enjoy this special 
time of fellowship and prayer 
together. 
 
Home Bible Study 
The next Bible study will be on 
10th September when we will 
study the final chapter of the 
Proverbs study guide, Wisdom: 
Making Life Work, by Bill 
Hybels. The theme is Trust God 
- Proverbs 3:1-12.  Details of 
the venues will be given nearer 
to the date. 

Please take this 
opportunity to join a district 
group if you haven’t already 
done so as this enables you to 
get to know more people from 
the congregation.  If you aren’t 
sure about which study to join 
please speak to Alex or Bob. 
 
Youth Fellowship 
The YF has started in 
Buccleuch for all teenagers who 
want to come. Every two weeks 
we meet after the evening 
service in someone’s home, and 
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discuss a topic. For the next few 
meetings we are going to cover 
prayer. YF is open to all 
teenagers and it would be great 
if you all came; even if you 
don’t normally come to the 
evening service. Transport will 
be provided and it won’t go on 
too late. Please speak to Bob 
Akroyd or Kenny Macleod if 
you want to know more.  

The first meeting of the 
term is tonight (31st) at Eric and 
Moira’s flat. 

 
Prayer meeting 
The First Wednesday of the 
month – 3rd September at 
7.30pm in the Church Hall 
On the first Wednesday of each 
month at the usual time of 
7.30pm, we encourage the 
entire congregation to join 
together in prayer in the hall. If 
you can attend only one prayer 
meeting in the month, please 
make every effort to attend this 
meeting. If you don’t usually 
attend the midweek meeting, 
please attend this meeting. The 
focus will be on prayer, with a 
reading and a short Bible 
message. The meeting will 
finish promptly at 8.30pm. We 
as a session realise that there 
are legitimate pressures on 
many in the congregation. We 

do not wish to add to these 
burdens but rather to find a way 
to encourage regular and 
concerted prayer in the 
congregation.  

Of course we will 
continue to have our regular 
Prayer Meeting and Bible 
studies and Home Bible Studies 
on the other Wednesday 
evenings and each Saturday 
morning at 9am we will have 
our prayer breakfast where all 
are welcome to share food 
fellowship and prayer. 

Bob Akroyd 
 
Christianity Explored 2008 
Thursday Evenings 6.30 – 
8.30 pm 
Our Christianity Explored 
course will soon begin on 
Thursday nights in Buccleuch 
Church Hall.  This course 
introduces us to Jesus; who he 
is, what he has done and what 
he expects from us.  From 
6.30 - 8.30 pm, we will have the 
opportunity to share a meal, 
watch a video and join in 
discussion. The topics for 
discussion are as follows: 
 
25 September:  Week 1 
 Introduction 
2 October: Week 2 
 Jesus - Who was He? 
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9 October:  Week 3 
 Jesus - Why did He Come? 
16 October:  Week 4 
 Jesus - His Death 
23 October:  Break 
 School Holidays  
30 October:  Week 5 
 What is Grace? 
6 November:  Week 6 
 Jesus - His Resurrection 
13 November:  Week 7 
 What is a Christian? 
20 November:  Week 8 
 Continuing as a Christian  
 
What Can You Do? 
 Pray - Pray that people 
would come, hear the message 
of Jesus and come to believe in 
him. Pray for leaders and 
speakers. Please start praying 
now!! 

Attend - Come along if 
you'd like to find out more. This 
course is very helpful and 
everyone would be welcome. 
You can sit and listen or ask as 
many questions as you like. 

Invite - Ask your friends, 
family member and neighbours. 
This is a great opportunity for 
people to hear the gospel - take 
advantage of this opportunity! 

Volunteer - We need 
caterers and helpers for the 
kitchen. We need people to set 
up and people to clear up. We 

need table leaders and others to 
help on the night. Can you 
help? 

If you need any more 
information, please contact: 

Alex on 667 4651 or 
alexjmacdonald@blueyonder.co.uk 

or Bob on 664 6306 or 
bobandheather@talk21.com 
 
Catering 
Help is needed with the catering 
for Christianity Explored.  We 
need a chef for each Thursday 
meeting and also an assistant to 
set the tables and clear up 
afterwards.  If you could fill any 
of these roles please add your 
name to the sign up sheet in the 
hall.  Any questions or queries 
please see Bob Akroyd or Sarah 
Lytle. 
 
Monday Club 
The Monday Club has started 
again in the hall from 7:00 -
8:00 pm with games tuck shop 
and talks. It is for Children aged 
between 11-14. Please pray for 
the year ahead that we will get 
more children coming along 
and that those who came last 
year will come back. Speak to 
Ali or Kenny for details. 

Alison Macdonald 
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Buccleuch Women’s 
Fellowship Fundraiser 
Buccleuch Women's Fellowship 
is hosting a fundraiser and are 
kindly inviting MEN along as 
well as women! A curry night 
will be held on Friday 19th 
September in the church hall 
and we would ask you to pay 
what you think it was worth on 
the night. Please add your name 
to the sign up sheet in the hall if 
you are coming.  

Mary Campbell 
 

Meetings of Kirk Session and 
Deacons’ Court 
Kirk Session Meetings for 2008: 
16th September  
28th Sept - Evening Communion 
21st October  
28th-30th Nov - Communion 
December - no meeting 
  
Deacons’ Court Meetings for 
2008: 
14th October  
16th December   
All meetings are on a Tuesday. 
Meetings of the Deacons’ Court 
are held in the hall at 7:30pm, 
while Kirk Session meetings are 
held at the same time, but in the 
manse - except at Communions. 
 
Informal English Classes 
The informal English classes on 

Tuesday afternoons are in full 
swing.  Please contact Ena 
Mackay for further details. 
 
Men’s Bible Study  
The men’s Bible study 
continues to meet from 7:30-
8:30 am on Tuesdays, and all 
interested men are invited to 
join us. We are studying Hosea.  

Come start your Tuesdays 
off on the right foot with a 
chance to study the Bible and to 
share in some good fellowship, 
coffee and snacks! 
 
Fundraising Gig! 

Fundraising Gig – 
Change of Date 
Due to a clash with the 
Women’s Day Away, it has 
been decided to rearrange the 
fundraising gig for Saturday 4th 
October.  

As mentioned in the last 
newsletter, the main purpose of 
the gig is to raise money for the 
Kirkcaldy community outreach 
building project.  Kirkcaldy 
Free Church is situated in one 
of the poorest and most needy 
areas in Scotland, and already 
their building provides facilities 
for Fife Council, Health 
Workers, addiction services and 
their own Community Worker. 
Their vision is to see the local 
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community of Sinclairtown 
transformed by the gospel. The 
extension will comprise a new 
kitchen and a café. The old 
kitchen will become a meeting 
room. The work will cost 
£65,000. They have already 
raised £20,000. They hope to 
borrow £25,000 from the Free 
Church Board of Trustees. That 
leaves £20,000 to be raised and 
they are appealing to the wider 
church to help them with this. 

Alex, with the help of 
Doug and Rob and others, has 
recorded a CD of some of his 
songs (the CD should be out 
shortly) and these songs will be 
given a new band sound by 
Alex and the boys on Saturday 
the 4th October. Neil MacMillan 
from Kirkcaldy will also speak 
about the project on the night. 

In the meantime if you 
want to make a donation before 
then, you can contact the 
Kirkcaldy Treasurer, Mandy 
Moir        (details deleted) 

You can find out more 
and view a short video about 
the project at 
www.kirkcaldyfreechurch.co.uk. 

You will also soon be able 
to find details of the CD and 
buy it online at 
www.alexjmacdonald.co.uk 
(the website has not yet gone 

live) and it will also be 
available at the Free Church 
Bookshop. But if you are able 
to contain your excitement and 
wait until the night of the gig to 
make your purchase, a 
percentage of the sale will go to 
the Kirkcaldy project as well. 

Alex MacDonald 
 

Building for Tomorrow 
The Free Church Strategy 
Committee (chaired by Neil 
MacMillan, Kirkcaldy) is 
hosting a day conference for 
ministers, elders and deacons in 
Greyfriars, Inverness on 
Saturday 13th September. It 
runs from 10.30am to 4pm. You 
will find details at 
http://www.freechurch.org/popu
ps/08tomorrow.htm. You can 
also find the background in the 
Assembly Reports at 
http://www.freechurch.org/new
s/assembly/assembly08.htm  

It would be helpful if 
office-bearers could let the 
Clerk of the Committee know if 
they are planning to go - for 
catering purposes etc. 

I would encourage all 
office-bearers to come. It will 
be a chance to tune into the new 
plans in the Free Church and to 
make a contribution ourselves. 

Alex MacDonald 
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Gaelic Services 
7th September Rev. Duncan 
Macleod at Perth Free Church 
14th December Professor John 
Angus Macleod at St 
Columba’s Free Church 
 
2008 Day Away For Women 
The Ladies Day Away will take 
place on Saturday 27th 
September from 10:00am to 
5:00pm at the Aviemore Inn, 
Aviemore Highland Resort PH2 
21PN. Please see the leaflets for 
more details. 
 

CONGREGATIONAL NEWS 
 
Bereavements 
Let us remember Donald 
Forsyth, his mother and the 
extended family in prayer 
following the death of his father 
in the summer. 

Let us also remember 
Catherine Cairns whose 
husband, Robbie Cairns, died 
last month. Many will 
remember Robbie who was a 
member and Deacon in 
Buccleuch for many years.   
 
Sunday School 
We would like to thank all who 
contributed over the summer 
months in helping with the 
combined Sunday school. All 

help was  much appreciated.  
 Catherine Thomson 

 
Congregational Meal 
Thank you to all those who 
organised the congregational 
meal.  Scrumptious. 
 
A Message from the Walls 
Dear Buccleuch Friends, 

So sorry it has taken us a 
while to get this email out! We 
are all safe and sound in 
Colorado and are having a 
wonderful time with our 
families here. We  had a long 
but generally smooth travel day 
to get here, followed almost 
immediately by a family 
reunion (Alison's side). Since 
then, we have been visiting with 
Peter's grandparents on both 
sides and even welcomed a new 
niece this week (Treven's 
brother and his wife). Peter 
celebrated his second birthday 
last weekend with a tractor 
party (of course!) and had a 
wonderful time.  

     Treven left for 
Syracuse this morning with the 
truck and Peter and I will be 
flying out on Friday. We have 
an apartment all set up and 
waiting for us to move in! We 
miss you all very much and 
would love to hear about what 
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is going on with you! 
Love,  

Alison, Treven, and Peter 
Their new contact details are: 

details deleted 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Johnnie C. 
As many know Johnnie is in 
Hamburg studying for a year. 
He is doing some research at 
the Max Planck Institute for 
Foreign and International 
Private Law in Hamburg.  
Let us remember Johnnie and 
for his wife Rebecca here in 
Edinburgh 
 
Mark fro Malta Project 
Let us remember Stephen 
Allison as he heads for Malta in 
September with The Scottish 
Bible Society to work with 
young people and to distribute 
The Gospel of Mark. 

 
Sermons on Buccleuch's 
Website 
Most of Buccleuch's sermons 
from the last 18 months have 
now been uploaded to 
Buccleuch's website (go to 

www.buccleuchfreechurch.co.uk/
sermons.htm).  So feel free to 
have a browse for any that 
you've missed, and let anyone 
else who'd be interested in 
hearing the regular preaching 
from Buccleuch know about it. 

Any questions - speak to 
Calum Maclean. 
   
Congratulations 
Congratulations to Fergus 
Macdonald who obtained a PhD 
in Practical Theology at 
Edinburgh University in June.  

John Mackay has 
successfully completed his PhD 
in mathematics in the USA and 
is now a Research Assistant 
Professor in Mathematics at the 
University of Illinois. 

Fiona Mackay has taken 
up a new position in core 
medical training, presently 
Aberdeen Royal Infirmary. 

Congratulations to Tom 
and Christine Flint who are now 
proud grandparents to Hazel 
Jane, born on Saturday 23rd 
August. 

 
Happy Birthday 
Happy birthday to Iain Hammer 
who has a birthday on 20th 
September, Jessica on the 29th, 
David on the 25th and Josh on 
the 30th. 
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Treasurer’s Report 
Financial position as at 30th June 2008 

 
            
  General Fabric Special Funds 30/06/2008 
Statement of financial activities Fund Fund Millennium Other Total
            
Gross ordinary income £61,257   £7,054 £4,199 £72,510
Transfer to fabric fund -£6,126 £9,012   -£2,886 £0
Transfer for renovations balance -£2,882 £2,882       
Net ordinary income £52,249 £11,894 £7,054 £1,313 £72,510
            
Expenses -£18,240 -£3,785 -£7,054 -£1,510 -£30,589
Surplus before EDO and central 
funds £34,008 £8,110 £0 -£197 £41,921
            
Extra-denominational objects £0       £0
Church funds -£32,908       -£32,908
Surplus for the year  £1,100 £8,110 £0 -£197 £9,013
            
Opening balance - at 1st Jan 08 -£426 £0 £0 £1,247 £821
Closing balance - at 30th Jun 08 £674 £8,110 £0 £1,050 £9,834
            
            

 
General fund 
Income of £61,257 is £2,360 more than the budget and £3,070 more 
than at the same date last year. Expenditure for the year to date is 
£500 less than budget, and £1,600 more than at the same point last 
year.  
 
Fabric fund 
The expenditure is mostly the balancing amount for the church 
renovations invoice.   
 
Kitchen 
There has been an excellent response to the appeal in the last 
newsletter for the outstanding balance on the kitchen to be paid off by 
the end of this year. A further £7,753 (including gift aid) has been 
donated to date (24/8/08). This brings the total amount received up to 
£24,850, and leaves £8,564 to go! This also greatly helps our cash 
position, and should allow us soon to reinstate our contributions to 
central funds.  

Alasdair Black 
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Care Van and Cunningham 
House 
Clothes are needed for 
distribution to the homeless 
from the Care Van.  Those who 
have already given are thanked.  
Also, toiletries are needed for 
Cunningham House.  If you are 
doing your weekly shop, and 
see a two-for-one offer on 
toiletries you normally get for 
yourself, why not consider 
getting the second one and 
donating it? 

Chris Somerville 
 
Deacons’ Court 
At the recent meeting of the 
Deacons’ Court on 19th August, 
amongst other things the 
following was discussed: 

Finance – progress in 
paying for the kitchen [see 
below], our ability to make 
payments to the central funds of 
the Free Church [impacted by 
some large bills recently], and 
the possibility of installing 
electricity meters that would 
allow us to track electricity 
usage more accurately [a good 
idea]. 
 Insurance – whether 
people on church business have 
indemnity cover [they have] 
and whether communion cups 
and plates are covered during 

storage [they are]. 
Maintenance – Loft 

insulation required for the 
manse [optimally this would 
entail convergence of a 
pensioner, a Wednesday (when 
B&Q have reductions for 
pensioners), Alex, a couple of 
fit non-pensioners (in addition 
to Alex, who is also a fit non-
pensioner) and a car with a big 
boot]. 

Health & Safety – What 
direction should the legally 
required fire escape signs above 
the doors point [out the way], 
and what to do in the event of 
the fire alarm going off during a 
service [in event of fire 
evacuate the building through 
the available emergency exits 
and gather at meeting point 
outside front of church; once 
fire has been dealt with or it has 
been ascertained that there is no 
fire, fire alarm may be switched 
off from marked control in 
gallery].  Health and safety 
policy will be prominently 
displayed. 

Diaconal work – the court 
will ask a number of folk in the 
congregation to act as points of 
contact with those who may be 
elderly, housebound, long term 
ill or who might otherwise 
appreciate support.  The idea is 
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that regular contact will be 
maintained, as much for social 
interaction as anything else.  If 
there are any specific needs 
identified (eg lifts to church, a 
helping hand clearing leaves, 
simple household repairs, etc.) 
the contact person would let a 
coordinating group set up by the 
Deacons’ Court know so that 
appropriate action can be taken. 

In fact, much of this is 
already taking place within the 
congregation, but there are gaps 
that need to be addressed.  This 
is considered important, and 
will be a standing item on the 
agenda of the Deacons’ Court.  
The court will not be asking for 
volunteers, but would ask that 
people be prepared to consider 
this if approached and asked to 
help. 
 
Children’s Safety 
The crèche is on the vestry side 
of the church hall. The screens 
remain up until the church is 
vacated, so that children can be 
collected from the crèche / 
preschool safely. Juice is served 
to the children there. Due to 
Health and Safety children 
MUST NOT be at the kitchen 
side of the hall unsupervised. If 
children are in the church, then 
they need to be supervised at all 

times, and should not attempt to 
climb the dangerous north face 
of the pulpit without 
appropriate safety gear. 
 
Anyone for Tennis? 
Come and keep fit on a 
Saturday morning and have a 
game of tennis. We are now 
playing at the Meadows, 
weather permitting. If you are 
interested speak to Evelyn, 
Heather, Mairi or Moira. 

 
Mentoring 
The mentoring scheme is up 
and running in the church.  
Anyone else interested in being 
mentored should contact Mary 
MacMillan, Mary Campbell, 
Bob Akroyd, Alex MacDonald 
or Eric Mackay. 
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WONDERFULLY  MADE 
Light 

 
In Physics, light is considered 
as electromagnetic radiation 
which covers a broad spectrum 
of which visible light is a very 
small proportion.  Some of the 
main elements of the spectrum 
are a) gamma rays b) X-rays c) 
ultraviolet radiation d) visible 
light e) infrared radiation f) 
various radio frequencies 
including UHF, VHF and 
microwaves. 
 In the stages of creation 
marked by the creation days, 
these different elements of the 
spectrum would most naturally 
come under the first day and 
their creation would be included 
in the statement, “And God 
said, ‘Let there be light,’ and 
there was light. 
 Each element has specific 
wavelengths which are used to 
describe particular regions of 
the spectrum. Specific 
frequencies, usually stated in 
vibrations per second or cycles 
per second, also characterise 
different regions of the 
spectrum. 
 Gamma Rays:  These are 
an electromagnetic radiation of 
the same character as an X-ray, 
but with a much shorter 

wavelength.  X-rays were 
discovered in 1895 by Wilhelm 
K. Roentgen, but gamma rays 
were not discovered until some 
years later.  They are given off 
by members of the uranium-
radium series of radioactive 
elements when they disintegrate 
to form new elements.  When a 
nucleus gives off a gamma ray, 
it loses a certain amount of 
energy.  A very penetrating ray 
may lose a very large amount of 
energy and an iron sheet one 
inch thick would only block 
fifty per cent of such a ray.  A 
heavy element such as lead 
would be more effective in 
absorbing its effect. 
 Very small amounts of 
gamma rays affect us from the 
natural environment – the water 
we drink and the air we breathe, 
and also from the furniture in 
the home.  Only large amounts 
of gamma radiation are 
dangerous, but even they may 
be of great benefit when they 
are used to treat some cancers, 
tumours and skin problems. 
 With X-ray machines, 
radiologists use gamma rays to 
check for broken bones or a 
swallowed 10p coin, as well as 
for signs of diseases like 
tuberculosis. 
 Sources of strong gamma 
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rays, such as radium and 
radiocobalt, may be used to X-
ray iron castings for flaws and 
thick metal can be inspected for 
cracks.  There have also been 
experiments to vulcanise rubber 
using gamma rays. 
 In the atmosphere gamma 
rays lose energy by colliding 
with atoms in passing through 
water, air, or other matter.  In 
these collisions, gamma rays 
may knock electrons loose from 
their parent atoms.  This 
process is called ionization 
because it changes the 
previously neutral atom into a 
charged particle called an ion. 

 High-energy gamma rays 
may produce matter by 
completely disappearing and 
forming a pair of particles, one 
positively charged and one 
negatively charged.  Energy to 
matter, an important step in the 
process of creation? 

WMM 
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£ 24,850

£ 0 

£ 6,667 

£ 13,333 

£ 20,000 

£ 26,667 

£ 33,414 - TARGET 

£ 3,333 

£ 10,000 

£ 16,667 

£ 23,333 

£ 30,000 
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BUCCLEUCH & GREYFRIARS FREE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND 
Our identity, mission and vision 

 
Identity Local congregation of the Free Church of Scotland which 

is a branch of the universal Church of Jesus Christ 
 

To worship God together 
To spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
To care for and encourage one another 

Mission 

To show practical compassion for those in need 
 

A church which is characterised by friendliness towards, 
and genuine interest in, all those who cross the door 
whether regularly or only once. 
 
Relevant-to-the-times, applied preaching and enjoyable 
worship. 
 
An increasing proportion of those attending committed to 
Buccleuch as central to their life and Christian witness. 
 
A congregation increasingly united as a “family” through 
fellowship and through working together in the “in-reach” 
and “outreach” work of the congregation. 
 
A church that values all of the people who are associated 
with it and in particular one that appreciates its full-time 
ministers. 
 
A church with strong and effective leadership whose 
leaders lead by example and which equips its members to 
fulfil their calling as witnesses and servants.  
 

Vision 

A church where the members gladly serve one another in 
love. 
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ROTAS 
 
Crèche 
7th Sept  Neil Campbell   Flora MacPhail   Rebecca Macleod 
14th Sept    Evelyn MacDonald   Mairi Forsyth   Anne MacRae 
21st Sept   Kenny Macleod   Anne MacDonald   Norma  
28th Sept  Anne McIntosh   Jennifer Macleod    
5th Oct    Sarah Lytle   Kirsty Clunie   Jocelyn Hammer 
 
Amplifier 
7th Sept  Graham 
14th Sept      Shanana 
21st Sept      Ken 
28th Sept       Kenny 
 
Cleaning 
6th Sept   Michael Bennett Mairi Forsyth  
13th Sept  Kenny Macleod Flora MacPhail  
20th Sept   Johnnie Macleod  Steve Willis   
27th Sept  Rebecca Copty Anne Grant 
4th Oct   Rob/ Mary Bonne   
 
Door Duty 
7th Sept       Willie Mackay Calum Maclean 
 Rob MacDonald Kenneth Macleod 
14th Sept       John MacRae Ken MacKenzie  

Chris Somerville  Jenny Somerville 
21st Sept     Roddy Macleod Neil Campbell 
 Johnnie Macleod  Neil MacRae 
28th Sept Eric Mackay Alasdair Black 
 Esther Black Stephen Hammer 
5th Oct Donald Forsyth Mairi Forsyth 
 Dolina Macdonald Willie Lytle

 

Bob 

Fergus 
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ACTIVITIES (in church building unless marked by *) 
Sunday 11:00am 6:30pm 
Sept 7th         Alex MacDonald    Bob Akroyd 
Sept 14th      Bob Akroyd  Alex MacDonald   
Sept 21st  Alex MacDonald Bob Akroyd (Guest Service) 
Sept 28th  Bob Akroyd Bob Akroyd (Communion) 
Oct 5th  Alex MacDonald Bob Akroyd                    
Crèche and Junior Sunday School during morning service. 
*Youth Fellowship meets fortnightly - see Kenny MacLeod for details 
Monday 
Monday Club 7-8pm – contact Kenny MacLeod (555 1010) 
*Bethany House Outreach 8-10pm – contact Bob Akroyd (664 6306) 
Tuesday 
Bible Study for Men 7:30-8:30am  
Informal English Class 2-3:30pm – contact Ena Mackay (447 5937) 
Deacons’ Court 7:30pm as announced 
Wednesday 
Prayer Meeting 7:30pm 
*Home Bible Studies 7:30pm (2nd Wednesday of the month, except July & 

August) 
Thursday 
*Eight-a-side Football 9:30pm – contact William Lytle (477 1403) 
Friday 
Mothers and Toddlers 10:00am-12 noon 
Women’s Fellowship as announced 
Saturday 
Prayer Breakfast 9am 
 

CONTACTS 
Minister Alex MacDonald (667 4651) AlexJMacDonald@blueyonder.co.uk 
Assistant Minister Bob Akroyd (664 6306) bobandheather@talk21.com 
Newsletter/sheet Moira Mackay  moira.mackay@blueyonder.co.uk 
 

Buccleuch and Greyfriars web page www.buccleuchfreechurch.co.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PROCEDURE FOR BOOKING THE CHURCH HALL 
1) Check availability at www.buccleuchfreechurch.co.uk -> Newsletters -> Church Year 

Planner 
2) Contact Steven Willis (buccleuchyearplanner@hotmail.co.uk), who will check 

suitability with the ministers and respond to you 

Registered Scottish Charity SC009634 
The Free Church of Scotland is a Designated Religious Charity 


