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Minister’s UpdateMinister’s Update  
September is shaping up to be 
an exciting month for 
Buccleuch!  Due to the Colleges 
and Universities going over to a 
semester system, students now 
arrive in Edinburgh for the new 
session near the beginning of 
September, not October as it 
used to be.  If you are new to 
the city and the congregation 
(whether student or not), we 
welcome you and hope that you 
will find a spiritual home 
among us. 
 You will no doubt make 
lots of new friends and 
acquaintances, but it’s good to 
have friends that have your very 
best interests at heart and on 
whom you can rely.  We try to 
be that in Buccleuch, because 
we know the One who is our 
Best Friend, who has our best 
interests at heart and who never 
lets us down. 
 We have arranged two 
guest Services for the early days 
of the session – on the Sunday 
evenings of the 18th and the 
25th.  Encourage friends and 
acquaintances to come to these 
where the gospel will be 
presented clearly and simply. 
 Youth work is starting up 
again after the Summer – 

Sunday School, BGs, Klub, the 
YF.  It’s good to get involved as 
a participant or as a helper. 
 We are very privileged to 
have John Blanchard coming to 
speak in Buccleuch during 
Freshers Week at the University 
(see details later in the 
newsletter).  Although this will 
be of particular interest to 
students, it’s a meeting that will 
be of great relevance to many 
others.  While the meeting has 
been advertised in other 
churches (as well as at the 
universities and colleges), it 
would be a pity if only 
Christians turned up to hear 
him.  His message is 
particularly addressed to the 
thinking non-Christian. 
 Following on from the 
Blanchard meeting, we are 
starting up Christianity 
Explored again (which we have 
run every year since 2002).  
This has proved a great help to 
people who want to explore the 
Christian faith.  You are 
welcome to come yourself and 
to bring friends. 
 So, September’s an 
exciting time with new 
beginnings.  It’s my prayer that 
it may be the best new 
beginning of all for many of 
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you – in beginning a new life of 
faith in Jesus Christ 

Alex MacDonald 
 

New MembersNew Members  
At the recent Communion the 
Kirk Session were delighted to 
welcome four new members. 
By transfer: Morag Stewart, 
John Balserak and Esther Black 
By profession: Ed Forsyth 
 
DATES FOR YOUR DIARYDATES FOR YOUR DIARY  
 
OpenOpening Of The Collegeing Of The College  
The opening of the college will 
be on Monday 5th September. 
 
Prayer BreakfastsPrayer Breakfasts  
We continue to meet weekly at 
9am on Saturday mornings for 
prayer, food and fellowship.  
Thanks to all who have made 
these breakfasts possible and 
thanks to all who attend.   If you 
haven’t been able come, please 
stop by one Saturday morning 
to enjoy this special time of 
fellowship and prayer together. 
   
Home Bible Study Home Bible Study     
The next home Bible study will 
be on 14th  September.  We will 
be continuing our study on 
Faith, Hope and Love in the 
New Testament.  Study sheets 
and details of venues will be 

available before then. 
 
Guest ServiceGuest Service  
The next in our series of guest 
services will be on Sunday 
September 18th at 6.30pm when 
Bob Akroyd will be our 
preacher and on the 25th 
September when Alex 
MacDonald will preach.  Please 
take this opportunity to invite 
your friends to church to hear 
the Good News about Jesus 
Christ and pray that God would 
use this occasion to challenge 
and convert those who attend. 
 
Sunday SchoolSunday School  
Sunday School resumes today, 
4th September. Please speak to 
Willie Lytle for more details. 

Willie Lytle 
 

Meetings of Kirk Session and Meetings of Kirk Session and 
Deacons’ CourtDeacons’ Court  
Kirk Session:  Tuesday 6th  
September at 7:30pm in the 
manse. 
Deacons’ Court:  Monday 12th 
September at 8:00pm in the 
manse 
 
English ClassesEnglish Classes  
English classes will resume on 
Tuesday 18th September from 
2:00-3:30pm. If you are 
interested, or know someone 
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else who would be, contact Ena 
Mackay (447 5937) 

 
Late Night Bible StudiesLate Night Bible Studies  
The late night Bible Studies will 
restart on 22nd September. 
 
International Students’ MealInternational Students’ Meal  
The first meal this session for 
international students and 
friends from the congregation 
will take place on FRIDAY 
23rd SEPTEMBER at 7.00pm 
at the home of Donald & Joan 
MacDonald (6 Craiglockhart 
Grove).  Please meet in front of 
the church at 6.30pm if you 
need a lift. 
 This is a great opportunity 
to share Jesus’ love with 
students from all over the world 
and to make them feel welcome 
in Edinburgh.  Why not invite 
your international friends and 
come along yourself! Help is 
needed in providing transport, 
making friends and giving 
hospitality.  Please see Catriona 
Macdonald for more details. 

Catriona Macdonald 
 

Christianity Explored 2005Christianity Explored 2005  
It's almost time for our fourth 
Christianity Explored Course to 
start.  John Blanchard, the 
evangelist and author, will 
speak at Buccleuch on 

Thursday 15 September at 
7.30pm.  The following 
Thursday (22 September), 
Christianity Explored will 
begin.  This eight-week course 
introduces us to Jesus; who he 
is, what he has done and what 
he expects from us.  For eight 
Thursday evenings from 6.30 - 
8.30pm, we will have the 
opportunity to share a meal, 
hear a talk and join in 
discussion. 
 The topics and dates for 
the meetings are as follows: 
September 22 Week 1 
Introduction 
September 29 Week 2 
Jesus - Who Was He? 
October 6  Week 3 
Jesus - Why Did He Come? 
October 13 Week 4 
Jesus - His Death      
October 20 Week 5 
What is Grace? 
October 27 Week 6 
Jesus - His Resurrection 
November 3 Week 7 
What is a Christian? 
November 10 Week 8 
Continuing as a Christian  
 
What Can You Do? 
 Pray - Pray that people 
would come, hear the message 
of Jesus and come to believe in 
him.  Pray for leaders and 



Buccleuch & Greyfriars Free Church September 2005 
 

 5

speakers.  Please start praying 
now!! 
 Attend - Come along if 
you'd like to find out more.  
This course is very helpful and 
everyone would be welcome.  
You can sit and listen or ask as 
many questions as you like. 
 Invite - Ask your friends, 
family member and neighbours.  
This is a great opportunity for 
people to hear the gospel - take 
advantage of this opportunity! 
 Volunteer - We need 
caterers and helpers for the 
kitchen.  People to set up and 
people to clear up.  We need 
table leaders and others to help 
on the night.  Can you help? 
 If you need any more 
information, please contact 
Alex (667 4651 alexjmacdonald 
@blueyonder.co.uk) or 
Bob (664 6306 bobandheather 
@talk21.com) 
 
 John Blanchard at Buccleuch John Blanchard at Buccleuch  
On Thursday 15 September 
2005, at 7.30pm, John 
Blanchard, well known author, 
evangelist and apologist will 
speak at Buccleuch.  The title of 
his talk (and of his recent book) 
is: “Does God Believe in 
Atheists?”  Mark this date in 
your calendars and please invite 
friends to come along to hear a 

stimulating and thought-
provoking talk. 
 
Morningside Baptist ChurchMorningside Baptist Church  
Morningside Baptist Church 
invite you on Monday 19th 
September to a meeting where 
the speakers will be Mr Botrus 
Mansour  (General Director of 
the Baptist School in Nazareth, 
Israel) and Rev Azar Ajaj (local 
Baptist Church in Nazareth) 
 
Topics discussed will be 
§ The Baptist School in 

Nazareth and the challenges it 
faces 

§ Education in Israel 
§ The challenges of providing a 

good education in a secular 
environment while retaining a 
Christian identity 

§ The Church in Israel and 
particularly in the Arab sector 

§ The vision for developing 
further Christian work of Arab 
Christians and Messianic Jews 
together 

Refreshments will be provided                                
and all are welcome. 
 
DRUG AWARENESS MEETINGDRUG AWARENESS MEETING  
Please come along to the next 
meeting on Monday, 12th 
September at 12 Cammo Brae 
at 7.45 pm when we hope to 
look at some further practical, 
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dug-related issues for parents 
and others. 
  
WOMEN'S FELLOWSHIPWOMEN'S FELLOWSHIP  
The next meeting will be in the 
church hall on Friday, 30th 
September at 7.30 pm - a date 
for your diary!  Watch out for 
further details in the newssheet. 
  
Festival Of Praise Festival Of Praise   
The Psalmody Committee is 
arranging a Festival of Psalms 
to be held in St Peter’s Free 
Church, Dundee, on Saturday 
1st October, commencing at 
3.00 pm.  It is hoped that a large 
congregation will gather from 
all over Scotland to participate 
in this special service.  The 
programme will contain psalms 
taken from Sing Psalms, as well 
as from the traditional Scottish 
Psalter.  There will also be an 
opportunity for the 
congregation to learn some new 
tunes!  The chairman will be the 
Moderator of the General 
Assembly (ask your minister).  
 The Psalmody Committee 
has commissioned a new 
DVD/video which will include 
extensive extracts from the 
Dundee Festival.  The theme of 
the film – to be available later 
in the year – will be the church 
in an urban setting (more details 

in this month’s Monthly 
Record). 
 Please make an effort to 
be there at what should be a 
great occasion. 
      
PartPart--time Courses 2005/06 time Courses 2005/06   
Certificate in Theology: 
A 2-year part-time course in 
Biblical Studies, Practical 
Theology, Christian 
Discipleship and Christian 
Doctrine.  
Diploma in Christian Studies: 
A further 2-year course for 
those who have already gained 
their Certificate in Theology.  
Programme: 
Classes meet one Saturday a 
month from 10 am (coffee at 
9.30!) to 4 pm on the following 
dates:  
8 October, 12 November, 10 
December 2005  
14 January, 11 February, 4 
March, 8 April, 6 May 2006  
Enrolment: 
Saturday 8 October 2005 at 
9.30 am   
Venues: 
Free Church College, 
Edinburgh 
Free Church, Stornoway (by 
video-conferencing)     
Courses:  
The Book of Acts (Rev Alasdair 
I Macleod)           
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Studies in Isaiah (Professor 
John L Mackay) 
Christian Hope (Professor 
Donald Macleod) 
Fees: 
£200 a year, payable in 
instalments (October and 
February)  
Concessions (e.g., students, 
senior citizens): £60 a year  
Under 18: free! 
Information: 
Anne MacLeod, Secretary, Free 
Church College, The Mound, 
Edinburgh, EH1 2LS  
E-mail: 
axxxxxxxxxxxx 
  
CITY PRAISE 2005CITY PRAISE 2005  
Sunday 16 October, 8pm, Usher 
Hall, Admission Free. 
 This is the third City 
Praise and promises to be as 
great a time of worship as the 
previous two packed out events.  
Get your tickets from Wesley 
Owen bookstore (George Street, 
Edinburgh) in person (max 5 
per person), or online at 
www.citypraise.net 
{http://www.citypraise.net} 
(from tomorrow).  For group 
tickets use the website.  

Catriona Macdonald  
   

Shoe Box Appeal   Shoe Box Appeal     
Start filling those shoe boxes! 
There will be a collection of 
filled shoe boxes at the 
beginning of October.  Speak to 
Dolina Macdonald for more 
details. 
 
Women In Action Workshop      Women In Action Workshop        
This is a chance to get involved 
in the development and building 
of our church family and in 
reaching out to our community 
with the love of Jesus.  The 
meeting will take place on 
Saturday 8th October in St 
Columba’s Hall from 10:00am-
12 noon. You are warmly 
invited to come along and 
discuss ideas over coffee and 
croissants.      

 
CONGREGATIONAL NEWSCONGREGATIONAL NEWS 
 
New ArrivalsNew Arrivals  
Congratulations to Antonio and 
Catriona Lopez on the safe 
arrival of their second daughter, 
Miriam Catherine on the 22nd 
July, a wee sister for Esther.  
 Congratulations to Paul 
and Elizabeth Ferguson on the 
safe arrival of their son, Daniel, 
a wee brother for Hannah. 
  
WeddingsWeddings  
Donald Mackay and Anne 
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McDonald are getting married 
on 24th September.  The 
wedding is to be at Tenandry 
Church, near Pitlochry, and the 
Rev. Alastair Ross will be 
officiating. 
 Donald’s future address 
will be 20 Ben Bhraggie Drive, 
Golspie, Sutherland KW10 6SX 
(01408 633975), but from time 
to time they expect to be in 
Edinburgh at 9/2 Mount 
Alvernia, LasswadeRoad, EH16 
6AW (0131 664 1982). 
 Donald and Anne would 
like their friends in the 
congregation to know that they 
do not wish any presents, but 
they are grateful for their good 
wishes and prayers.  Donald 
values more than he can say the 
many years he has spent in 
Buccleuch.  Anyone who 
wishes to call in at Ben 
Bhraggie will be most welcome. 
 Donald will be missed 
greatly in Buccleuch as an 
Elder, a host to many hungry 
students, a golfing partner, for 
his wisdom and as a friend to 
many.  We wish Donald and 
Anne every blessing in their 
new life together. 
 
Wedding InvitationWedding Invitation  
I am getting married to Martha 
Forbes on Friday 9th September 

and want to extend a warm, 
open invitation to all in the 
Buccleuch Congregation.  The 
ceremony will take place in St 
Columba’s Free Church at 2pm 
and there will be light 
refreshments served in the hall 
after the service.  I hope you 
can all make it! 

Nick Middlemiss 
 

Off  To  UniversityOff  To  University  
Let us remember Kathleen 
Gallagher as she takes up a 
place to study at Glasgow 
University.  Remember all the 
other young folk in Buccleuch 
who will be making career 
choices and taking important 
exams this academic year. 
 Let us also look out for 
any new students in Buccleuch 
who may be away from home 
for the first time. 
 
Change of AddressChange of Address  
Jeff & Jennifer Brannon 
3/2 Silvermills 
Edinburgh  
EH3 5BF 
0131 557 3297 
 
Antonio and Catriona Lopez 
have moved into their new 
house: 
10 Macleod Crescent 
Helensburgh 
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Argyll and Bute 
G84 9QX 
01436 675532 
  
PrayerPrayer  
For those who are recovering 
from hospital treatment – 
Robbie & Catherine Cairns and 
Iain Macleod (Bruntsfield) 
 For Rod and Ruth 
Morrison, whose baby son, 
Samuel, is recovering after 
hospital treatment.  Rod is our 
Chief Administrative Officer 
and Ruth was our Junior 
Counsel in last year’s Court of 
Session case. 
  
BereavementBereavement  
Let us remember Rebeca 
Topping and her family in Peru 
in our prayers following the 
sudden death of her mother. 
 
The KlubThe Klub  
The KLUB is for young people 
from the three Edinburgh 
congregations.  Junior KLUB is 
for ages 7-10 and takes place on 
a Friday evening (every 
fortnight) in St Columba's from 
7-8.30pm.   
Senior KLUB is for ages 11-15 
and also takes place fortnightly, 
in Buccleuch from 7-9pm.  
Both KLUBS have proved to be  
popular and are well attended. 

The new programme will start 
at the end of September, and it 
would be great to have one or 
two more helpers, particularly 
men!  It’s not a huge 
commitment, and is a great way 
to get to know the young people 
of the church.   The current 
team will meet at my house at 
6.30pm on Monday 12th 
September to finalise the 
programme.  If you are 
interested come along to this 
meeting (you'll get fed too!).  If 
you can't make it contact me to 
let me know you are interested. 

Mairi Forsyth 
5 Gillespie Crescent 

228 4791 / 07814 269867 
mxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

 
Fairly traded ProductsFairly traded Products  
The new catalogue for autumn 
and winter is available.  
Christmas cards, and items 
suitable as fairly traded 
Christmas presents are 
available.  
 Anyone wishing to make 
an order should speak to 
Jocelyn by 18th September. 

Jocelyn Hammer 
 
Coffee RotaCoffee Rota  
The coffee rota is short of 
volunteers.  If anybody is 
willing to take a turn in serving 
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coffee after the morning 
services and guest services 
please speak to Christine 
Macleod. 
 
A Letter from StornowayA Letter from Stornoway  
Our Dear Friend’s In 
Buccleuch: 
We can hardly believe almost a 
year has past since we left 
Edinburgh!  As we are currently 
in the process of transferring 
our church membership from 
Buccleuch to Stornoway, we  
thought it a good time to drop 
you a note.  Leaving Edinburgh 
was hard enough but taking this 
step has not been easy either.  It 
feels as if we are severing our 
ties with Buccleuch - true in 
one respect but on another level 
it could not be further from the 
truth. 
 Although time moves on 
and we move on with it, some 
things remain as precious as 
they ever were.  Buccleuch will 
always have a special place in 
our hearts - not least due to the 
privilege of being fed and cared 
for spiritually through the 
ministries of Alex and Bob and 
for Elizabeth, Alistair Ross and 
Douglas MacMillan in previous 
years.  It was in Buccleuch Paul 
first professed faith, it is where 
we were married and where 

Hannah was baptised. 
 Weddings, baptisms, 
funerals of close friends – the 
joys and the sorrows were all 
shared within those four walls. 
 So it is with thankful 
hearts we praise God for every 
remembrance of you and we 
will continue to pray for you- 
ministers and congregation - 
that God will richly bless you 
all. 
 You are warmly invited to 
come and visit us …the weather 
is not guaranteed (well actually 
the wind and rain are!) but the 
accommodation is free at 12A 
Melbost, Stornoway, Isle of 
Lewis, HS2 OBG. Tel 01851 
700 291. 
Please come  
With love from  
Paul, Elizabeth and Hannah. 
      
HappyHappy Birthday Birthday  
This month it is Happy Birthday 
to David Topping on the 25th 
September and Josh Clunie and 
Esther Lopez on the 30th 
September.  
     
FINANCESFINANCES  
July 2006  
General fundGeneral fund  
Income of £63,338 is c£5,800 
less than budget.  We are 
slipping further behind the 
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budget each month – March 
£400, April £700, May £2,900, 
June £4,500 and now £5,800.  
The general fund income to 31 
July is £1,800 less than last 
year.  We have seen generous 
responses to special collections; 
we also need to see an increase 
in our regular income. 
 Expenditure of £15,818 is 
ca. £2,800 less than budget.    
 
Church fundsChurch funds  
Remittances of £40,000 are 
£3,000 less than budget and 
£6,000 less than last year.   
The balance on the general fund 
at 31 July was a deficit of 
£2,557. 
 We need more income! 
The shortfall in income results 
in a shortfall in our remittances 
to church funds.    
 

Fabric fund Fabric fund   
Manse roof repair £123 
Lights for church hall £613 
New floor covering for Manse 
dining room £662 
Stonework and stone survey 
£3,038 
Decorating manse (including 
new fireplace) £3,155 
Tarmac £9,189 
Expenditure to date £16,780 
 
 
Millennium fund (for the expenses Millennium fund (for the expenses 
of the Assistant Minister)of the Assistant Minister) 
No comments. 
 
Other special fundsOther special funds  
The fundraising football match 
for Free Church Camps raised 
£625.  The collection for Tear 
Fund raised £513. 

Donald Forsyth 
Congregational Treasurer 

July 2005 
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Missionary NewsMissionary News  
On the Silk Road magazine 
Catriona Macdonald is very 
proud to present the new ‘On 
the Silk Road’ magazine which 
she has edited as part of her 
communications work for OM. 
The magazine gives a glimpse 
of the amazing ways God is 
working along the route of the 
former Silk Road in countries 
such as Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan 
and Turkey. Pick up a free copy 
in the church hall and read 
about giving birth in 
Afghanistan, crossing borders 
in Azerbaijan and recovering 
from alcoholism in Kazakhstan. 
Use the accompanying postcard 
to subscribe to future editions of 
the magazine or to order one for 
a friend. Please pray that this 
magazine will be an effective 
resource which will inspire 
many to pray for God’s 
kingdom to come across the 
countries of the former Silk 
Road. 
 
Sad news from Azerbaijan 
You may remember that I 
joined a short-term team in a 
small town in Azerbaijan last 
summer. Last week I heard 
shocking news about the death 
of one woman belonging to the 
small fellowship there. Please 

read the following story (names 
have been changed) and pray 
for all those involved. 

Catriona Macdonald 
 
Honour killing in Azerbaijan 
Nazakat´s husband was the first 
believer in his town. Nazakat 
became a Christian later on 
along with several others in the 
community. She did her best to 
grow in her faith and bring up 
her two small children to love 
Jesus. This was sometimes hard 
since her husband was often 
working out of town for months 
on end.  
 Eventually the strain on 
Nazakat began to show and she 
had a one-night-stand with 
another man. When her 
husband´s family found out, 
they were furious at the shame 
she had brought on their family. 
Nazakat felt scared and nervous 
so her pastor offered to take her 
to the capital for her own safety. 
The morning before she was 
due to leave, her husband´s 
cousin came to Nazakat´s house 
and murdered her with a knife.  
 Please pray for Nazakat´s 
husband and two children as 
they struggle to come to terms 
with what has happened. Please 
remember the small fellowship 
there too - pray for wisdom, 
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strength and protection. 
Catriona Macdonald
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WONDERFULLY MADEWONDERFULLY MADE  
SharksSharks  
Sharks are voracious fishes, 
most of them meat-eaters.  
Unlike whales, they are not 
mammals and they do not 
suckle their young.  They are 
noted for being greedy eaters 
and killers of sea-animals and 
generally live in the warmer 
parts of the oceans, although 
they may be found in colder 
waters as well.  They breathe 
through gills, with from five to 
seven openings on either side of 
the head, and do not need to rise 
to the surface to breathe like 
whales. 
 Their skin is covered with 
scales which are rough to the 
touch when the skin is rubbed 
forwards. This is because the 
skin is covered by very small, 
thickly-set, skin-teeth.  The 
skin, called shagreen, was 
formerly used by cabinet-
makers instead of sandpaper for 
smoothing wood. 
 The mouth is on the 
underside of the head and the 
teeth are very sharp, generally 
triangular in shape and set out 
in parallel rows.  The row of 
teeth on the ridge of the jaw is 
used, but as this is worn away it 
is replaced by the next row 
moving in to take its place. 

 The tail is vertical, not 
horizontal like the whale’s: the 
upper part is longer than the 
lower and is usually notched.  
Most sharks can swim rapidly 
and will follow ships for days, 
hoping to get the food that is 
thrown overboard. 
 Some sharks lay eggs 
which are protected by a horny 
shell.  Each egg is enclosed in 
what is known as a ‘mermaid’s 
purse’.  Most sharks bear live 
young - three to six or more in a 
brood. Sometimes the young are 
quite large in comparison to 
their parents. 
 There are quite a number 
of varieties of shark. 
 The Whale Shark is the 
largest, but is also harmless.  
Found in southern oceans it is 
sometimes more than 50 feet 
long, but feeds only on small 
sea animals and plants.  It is the 
largest known fish.   
 The next in size is the 
Basking Shark - up to 36 feet 
long.  It also is harmless to 
humans.  It likes to come to the 
surface and bask in the sun.  
Found mainly in the Arctic, it 
sometimes found in the waters 
around the Western Isles of 
Scotland.  It is said that it can 
filter 1,482,000 litres of water 
per hour to gather its food! 
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 The Man-Eating Shark, 
also about 36 feet long, is found 
in all tropical and temperate 
seas. 
 The White Shark, found in 
tropical seas and also in the 
warm waters around the 
southern coast of the United 
States, is about 15 - 20 feet long 
and will also attack human 
beings. 
 The Blue Shark, called so 
because of its colour, is smaller 
- between 12 and 15 feet long, 
and also preys on humans.  The 
Greenland Shark is also 
voracious and about the same 
length. 
 The Hammerhead Shark 
has an elongated snout at right 
angles to its body with an eye in 
each lobe at either end of the 
snout. 
 Tiger Sharks are also 
found in the Caribbean area 
and, off the Leeward  Islands, 
feed on young albatross as they 
learn to fly. 
 There are other kinds of 
sharks such as the Dusky, 
Porbeagle, Bullhead, Dog and  
Leopard.   
 Some smaller fish, such as 
the dogfish, belong to the same 
class as the larger sharks. 
 Many sharks prey on fish 
that are useful for human food.  

They may do serious damage to 
fishing-nets. 
 However, in Chinese 
restaurants you may find on the 
menu a soup called shark’s fin 
soup.  It is considered a great 
delicacy and is usually very 
expensive.  It is made from the 
shark’s fin.  Steaks are made 
from the meat on the flanks and 
the large liver provides 
thousands of units of vitamins.  
The teeth are made into 
ornaments, the skin into leather, 
the bones into glue, and the rest 
into fertiliser. 
 Many sharks are ferocious 
hunters with extraordinary 
strength and dangerous to 
human beings, especially when 
hungry.  Their strength and 
speed is outstanding. 

 WMM 



Buccleuch & Greyfriars Free Church September 2005 
 

 17

  



Buccleuch & Greyfriars Free Church September 2005 
 

 18

  
  

BUCCLEUCH & GREYFRIABUCCLEUCH & GREYFRIARS FREE CHURCH OF SCRS FREE CHURCH OF SCOTLANDOTLAND  
Our identity, mission and vision 

 
Identity Local congregation of the Free Church of Scotland which 

is a branch of the universal Church of Jesus Christ 
 

To worship God together 
To spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
To care for and encourage one another 

Mission 

To show practical compassion for those in need 
 

A church which is characterised by friendliness towards, 
and genuine interest in, all those who cross the door 
whether regularly or only once. 
 
Relevant-to-the-times, applied preaching and enjoyable 
worship. 
 
An increasing proportion of those attending committed to 
Buccleuch as central to their life and Christian witness. 
 
A congregation increasingly united as a “family” through 
fellowship and through working together in the “in-reach” 
and “outreach” work of the congregation. 
 
A church that values all of the people who are associated 
with it and in particular one that appreciates its full-time 
ministers. 
 
A church with strong and effective leadership whose 
leaders lead by example and which equips its members to 
fulfil their calling as witnesses and servants.  
 

Vision 

A church where the members gladly serve one another in 
love. 
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ROTASROTAS  
 
Crèche 
4th Sept Neil Campbell Jocelyn Hammer 
11th Sept Heather Akroyd Anne MacRae 
18th Sept Evelyn MacDonald Norma MacLean 
25th Sept Mairi Forsyth Kirsty Clunie 
 
Amplifier 
4th Sept Ken MacKenzie 
11th Sept Douglas MacDonald 
18th Sept Graham Hardy 
25th Sept Rob MacDonald 
 
 
Cleaning 
10th Sept Dolina Macdonald Calum /Norma MacLean 
17th Sept Karen Murray Rob MacDonald 
24th Sept Kenny Macleod Hugh Griffiths 
1st Oct Heather Akroyd Alison MacDonald 
 
 
Door Duty 
4th Sept Eric  Mackay                     Alasdair Black 
 Stephen Hammer               Willie Lytle 
11th Sept Neil Campbell                    Alison MacDonald 
                           Dolina Macdonald              Nick Middlemiss 
18th Sept Donald Forsyth                   Nigel Anderson 
                           Colin Macleod                    Mairi Forsyth 
25th Sept             Willie Mackay                    Calum Maclean 
 Rob MacDonald                 Kenneth Macleod 
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ACTIVITIES (in church building unless marked by *) 
Sunday 11:00am 6:30pm 
4th Sept Colin Macleod Fergus Macdonald 
11th Sept Bob Akroyd Bob Akroyd 
18th Sept              Alex MacDonald  Bob Akroyd Guest service 
25th Sept              Bob Akroyd                           Alex MacDonald Guest service 
Creche and Sunday School during morning service. 
*Youth Fellowship after the evening service – see Alasdair Black 

Monday 
BG’s Youth Club 7-8pm – contact Alison MacDonald (664 9038) or 

Kenny MacLeod (5551010) 
*Bethany House Outreach 8-10pm – contact Bob Akroyd (664 6306) 
Deacons’ Court 8pm monthly – contact Andy Cumming (667 9291) 

Tuesday 
Informal English Class 2-3pm – contact Ena Mackay (447 5937) 6:30pm –  

Wednesday 
Prayer Meeting 7:30pm 
*Home Bible Studies 7:30pm (2nd Wednesday of the month) 

Thursday 
Christianity Explored 6:30pm – meal followed by discussion 
Late Night Bible Study 9:30pm (with food) – contact Bob Akroyd (664 

6306) 
*Eight-a-side Football 9:30pm – contact William Lytle (477 1403) 

Friday 
Mothers and Toddlers 9:30-11:30am 
Student Lunch 1pm (free food during term!) 
Women’s Fellowship as announced 

Saturday 
Prayer Breakfast 9am 
 

CONTACTSCONTACTS  
Minister Alex MacDonald (667 4651) AlexJMacDonald@blueyonder.co.uk 
Assistant Minister Bob Akroyd (664 6306) bobandheather@talk21.com 
Newsletter/sheet Moira Mackay  Moira@theMackays.fsnet.co.uk 
 

Buccleuch and Greyfriars web page www.buccleuchfreechurch.co.uk 


